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Lay Of 


jhe message is quite 
simple, lay off 
Avstralian Olympic 
coach Frank Farina for 
now, let him get his focus 
right for the Olympics and 
if he fails, then critics can 
assess his future as this 
nation’s number one coach. 

Calls for Farina’s head 
have been languishing ever 
since the first hint came out 
that former Liverpool coach 
Gerard Houllier was said to 
have taken his spot as the 
new coach for Australia. 

Fellow Frenchman John 
‘Tigana has also been linked 
but what kind of mental 
preparation is this for a coach 
who tomorrow (Wednesday) 
will face Tunisia in the 
Australian’s first Olympic 
match in Crete. 

Farina has every right to 
believe that there are people 
out to get him but under- 
stands that in sport, the coach 
will always have pressure. 

“With this national team 
job you are always under 
pressure, it is not a situation 
where you sign on for a year 
you are left to do your job”, 
Farina stated to the ‘Daily 
Telegraph’. 
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Frak + For Now 


The former Brisbane 
Strikers coach has labelled 
his enemies as ‘vultures’, 
whom he believes have been 
out there to get him since day 
one of his dealings with the 
Socceroos which was way 
back in August 99’, 

“I think Australians are 
naturally like that, they like to 
build people up and then they 
feel they have been in there 
too long and they like to 
shoot them down. That is the 
Australian way”. 

Australia has the tricky 
task of going through the sec- 
ond phase of the Olympics 
but must by-pass some quali- 
ty opposition, one being Gold 
medal favourites Argentina 
who boost the likes of Javier 
Saviola, Kily Gonzalez, 
Roberto Ayala, Gabriel 
Heinze and Andres 
D'Alessandro to name a few. 

European runners up 
Serbia & Montenegro and 
African champs Tunisia are 
also going to be tough obsta- 
cles for our Olympics squad. 

Farina has remained confi- 
dent and upbeat about his 
opponents and believes that if 
the squad plays accordingly, 
then there’s no reason why 
they should not get through to 
the next round. 


Greece’s unbelievable 
European Champions win in 
Portugal proved that the tag 
of being ‘under-dogs’ can 


baffle any side. 
Many critics ~~ have 
slammed the current Olympic 


team as the worst side ever 
yet have failed to realise the 
potential this team has gath- 
ered. 


No one seems to believe 
that this squad has what it 
takes to progress through the 
later stages of the Games but 
when you have the likes of 
Craig Moore, Tim Cahill and 
Johnny Aloisi leading from 
an example, accompanied by 
young guns Brett Holman, 
Ahmad Erich, Adrian 
Madaschi, Alex Brosque and 
Spase Dilevski, Australia cer- 
tainly do not fair as any easy- 
beats that’s for sure. 

Farina may have had his 
many critics during his time, 
but at this stage, the coach 
has a job on hand in getting 
Australia the best possible 
position at the Olympics, 

If he succeeds in this, then 
many critics will surely 
praise his name, if not, then 
the daggers will certainly be 
out, but at this stage, let’s let 
Frank get on with the job for 
this country’s sake, 


Constantine believes in 


TWO Sydney teams 


Two Is the word for 
Con Constantine and 
his push for both 
Sydney teams to be 
amongst the elite in 
next year’s revised 
Australian league. 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


‘eweastle §=—- United 

coach Con 

Constantine has the 
upmost faith that both 
Sydney FC and the Sydney 
Roosters bid for next year’s 
APL should go through 
with no questions asked. 

Tt will be a heated week at 
the ASA offices this week as 
both sets of members will be 
discussing their opinions on 
their issued bids but the 
Parklea owner believes both 
should gain entry. 

“It will be essential to see 
both bids go through. Sydney 
is a major market for soccer 
and we need to know that our 


major cities will have the best 
and most representation”. 

Both the Doumanis and 
Politis camp have been strate- 
gically planning their attacks 
on getting their ways across to 
ASA CEO John O'Neill in 
getting that vital Sydney 
entry, 

Politis has been a firm fol- 
lower though that if he was to 
put through a side in the APL 
next season, then he wanted 
sole representation only, 
meaning no other team in 
Sydney besides his. 

As for Constantine’s 
beloved Newcastle side, the 
football lover is quietly confi- 
dent that his bid will be more 
than enough to see them 
amongst the eight next year. 
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Leave Frank alone: Farina’s Olympic duties kick start this Wednesday 
in Greece against Tunisia. 


ABSW’s ASA Bids 


ABSW this week will begin its own 
Australian Premier League bid process 
as Ben Coonan covers all twelve closely 
in educating supporters who will be the 
ideal eight clubs in our new revised com- 
petition set for kick-off next July. 

First out of the table-is the: newly. 
formed Central Coast Mariners. 


centgar coast 


Battling against the ' might of 
Newcastle United, the Mariners will be 
no pushover bid as boosts a number of 
intemationals and a famous Mr ‘Clean 
Up’ Australian official who could swing 
the tables around Hunter Valley region. 

‘Read on Page 3 for more 
on this story 
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he Knights young- 
ster Jose Vasquez is set for 
trials with Argentine giants 
River Plate. 

‘The 18 year-old midfielder, a 
VIS graduate, was part of an 
impressive Knights youth team 
that toured Europe earlier this 
winter headed by coach Joe 
Montemurro. 

The Knights knocked off a 
series of top clubs, including 
Hajduk Split and several Serie 
A and B teams. 

Vasquez has not been the 
only youngster to have trialled 
with River. 

Former U17 Australian youth 
player Richie Cardozo recently 
came back from his South 
American experience having 
trailled at a number of clubs 
including River Plate and Boca 
Juniors. 


xe 


ree prominent players 

from our Australian game 
have made the trek to the 
Malaysian League this week 
pushing the number of 
Australian players playing there 
to double figures. 

Former Sydney United strik- 
er Nick Bosevski has signed 
with Johor, formerly coached by 
current Australian technical 
adviser Ron Smith, 

The saga with former 
Parramatta Power midfielder 
Simon Colosimo has concluded 
with the Socceroo signing with 
Malaysian Super League lead- 
ers Pahang. 

Caught in a web with various 
managers, Colosimo concluded 
his terrible ordeal last week 
after penning a deal with 


Pahang. 
Pahang were crowned 
Malaysian Super League cham- 


pions this week after defeating 
Kedah 2-1. 

Colosimo joined teammate 
Ante Milicic in scoring the 


goals for Pahang, which 
achieves their first champi- 
onship in five years. 


Colosimo actually was 
signed as a replacement for 
another Australian, Matt 
Bingley, who scored in his sec- 
ond game for Pahang before a 
decision was made to release 
him. 

Finally, former Winter Super 
League top striker Tanju 
Balabanel has made the move to 
Meleka Telecom. 

Formerly of the Wollongong 
Wolves, Balabanel, a former 
Turkish youth international will 
use this Asia experience for big- 
ger things to come that could 
land the striker in Europe in the 
not too distant future. 


Caldwell has been invited for 
trials with Polish Second 
Division Widzew Lodz, 


The reigning Northern 
National Youth League Player 
of the Year is set to join Widzew 
for preseason training after 
catching the eye of coach and. 
Juventus legend, Zbigniew 
Boniek. 


zeke 
Eee Tricr trainer Paul 


Linz is delighted with the 
signing of former Aberdeen 


aussiesabroad 


BY Mark Stavroulakis & Daniel Kuziow 


Travis Dodd has signed 
with Greek outfit 
Panionlos 


centre-forward David Zdrilic. 
‘The Australia international has 
penned a two-year contract with 
the German Second Division 
club, with the option of another 


year. 

“He’s exactly the striker 
we've been searching for,” Linz 
declared last week. “He’s big, 
strong and has great aerial abili- 
4 


eee 


form of Jon McKain last 
season convinced FC 
National Bucharest manage- 
ment to go for more Aussies 
over the summer, McKain’s for- 
mer Brisbane Strikers teammate 
Wayne Srhoj and ex-Marconi 
defender Michael Thwaite were 
both snapped up by FC National 
‘on Bosman transfers last month. 
After FC National’s 2-1 vic- 
tory over Brasov, coach Cosmin 


Olaroiu said of ~—Sthoj: 
“Technically, he’s an excellent 
player. 


“The game caught up with 
him in the second-half. But I 
was pleased with his perfor- 
mance.” 

Tawaite was singled out for 
praise by the local press and 
Olaroiu added, “We would have 
liked to have prepared him with 
more games before today, But 
he coped very well. “Its an 
experiment for us, but the two 
players look like winners.” 


kk KK 


jig Moore’s proposed 

to Blackburn Rovers 

has collapsed. Rangers accepted 

a £500,000 bid from Rovers for 

the 27 year-old defender, the 

talks have broke down over per- 
sonal terms. 

His agent John Viola said: 
“The move has fallen through 
because we just couldn’t put a 
deal together. “He is not upset at 
this at all. He has had many ups 
and downs in his career and he 
is looking ahead. 

“He is still a Rangers player 
but he won’t be staying there.” 
Viola rubbished claims the deal 
fell through because of a failed 
medical. 

“Tt was nothing to do with his 
medical,” insisted Viola. “Talks 
‘broke down for normal reasons. 
We discussed terms, but we 
could not structure a deal for 
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Meet Tottenham Hotspur’s new Australlan star, young 
Olyroo Spase Dilevski 


personal and football reasons.” 

Moore’s agent revealed the 
Aussie hopes to seal a move to 
another Premiership club before 
the end of the week. 

“He is still a Rangers player, 
but he won't be staying there. 
“He is now concentrating on 
doing a job with Australia at the 
Olympics. “He is really looking 
forward to that opportunity, but 
we will see what happens in the 
next week or two.” 

Norwich City has ruled out 
making a bid for Socceroo cap- 
tain Craig Moore, who is on the 
outer at Rangers. 

Norwich City has been linked 
to Moore, manager Nigel 
Worthington told Fox Sports he 
can’t afford Rangers’ asking 
price. 

“(Rangers manager) Alex 
McLeish spoke to me to see if 1 
was interested. I said it depends 
‘on the overall package - and the 
overall package was too expen- 
sive for Norwich City Football 
Club," Worthington said. 


week 


Idham have _ taken 

‘Australian midfielder 
Cameron Pino on trial. The for- 
mer Carlton: player is looking 
for a new club and he has been 
trying his luck in England. Pino 
earlier this summer enjoyed a 
trial at Premiership Portsmouth, 
but failed to win a move to 
Fratton Park. 


kkk 


Australian youth 
international Joshua 
Kennedy has signed for German 
Bundesliga 2 side Dynamo 
Dresden, while former Brisbane 
Strikers attacker Anthony 
Roche has left Fortuna 
Dusseldorf and returned to 
Australia to possibly take part in 
the new APL scheduled for next 
July. 


rekK 


reek First Division side 
Panionios FC have snapped 
up former Parramatta Power 
midfielder Travis Dodd on a 
year plus an optional second 
season. 
Dodd, Newcastle born and 
bred, is currently in Athens with 
Panionios for their pre-season 


training is expected to start in 
the first eleven close sources 
have reported. 

Greek football is currently on 
a major high after the nation’s 
memorable Euro 2004 triumph 
with many sponsors joining in 
in helping the game out. 

‘Already world superstars 
Rivaldo (Olympiakos) & Pepe 
Signori (Iraklis) will be promi- 
nent figures in the Greek game. 


ie tow 


| Chea Young Socceroo 
Eddy Bosnar has signed a 
one-year deal with English 
Premier League club Everton. 

Bosnar had been trialling 
with Everton since early July in 
the hope of securing a move 
from Austrian club Sturm Graz 
and impressed in a trial match in 
Austria. 

The adaptable Bosnar joins 
Australian international Tim 
Cahill at Goodison Park, after 
the Socceroo recently moved 
from division one outfit 
Millwall. 

Bosnar, 24, had been in Graz 
for three seasons and was still 
under contract, but the club let 
him move to Everton on a free 


Formerly with Newcastle 
United, Sydney United and 
Norther Spirit, 

Bosnar began his European 
club career with Croatia's 
Dinamo Zagreb in 

2000/01 for one season 
before moving to Sturm Graz. 

Bosnar had previously threat- 
ened to take on Croatian nation- 
ality after being frozen out of 
the Socceroo picture under 
coach Frank Farina. 

Bosnar played every game 
for Australia at the Youth World 
Cup in Nigeria in 1999 but was 
overlooked for the Sydney 
Olympic Games and has yet to 
be called up for the senior 
squad. 


keke 


risbane Strikers goalkeeper 
‘Scott Higgins has been 
handed trials by French club 
Rennes. 
The young shot-stopper was 
a revelation for Brisbane last 
season, keeping out of the first 
team former Crewe Alexandra 
and Everton keeper Jason 


Kearton. 

Higgins is available on a 
Bosman transfer and is taking 
preseason with Rennes’ senior 
squad. 


rk 


Sydney United junior 
Ante Seric last week put pen 

to paper on a deal with promis- 
ing Serie B side Hellas Verona. 

Having played for Parma in 
the past couple of seasons, Seric 
played a handful of games for 
the squad. 

Known as a technical defend- 
er, Seric has already played a 
number of friendly hit-outs with 
his new squad. 

Seric will join fellow 
Australian Jess Van Straten. 


ae 


i ee Hotspur have 
swooped to sign midfielder 
Spase Dilevski. 

‘New director of sport Frank 
Amesen has returned to his for- 
mer club PSV Eindhoven to 
land the 19-year-old. 

Amnesen spotted Dilevski as a 
16-year-old playing in Australia 
and he lured him to The Philips 
Stadion. 

However, Dilevski failed to 
make the breakthrough with the 
Dutch giants and spent last term 
on loan at German side Rot- 
Weiss. 

His contract at PSV expired 
over the summer and Spurs 
have nipped in to secure his sig- 
nature. 

"Spase has been guaranteed a 
place in the first team squad at 
‘White Hart Lane but because of 
visa restrictions has only been 
given a one-year contract with 
the option of another year if 
things go well,” said his agent 
John Grimaud. 

"He's an exceptional talent 
who loves to get forward and 
the indications are Spurs will 
use him on the right side of mid- 
field." 


keke 


ustralian defender Aaron 
has been rewarded 

with a short term deal at 

Chesterfield after impressing 
Spireites boss Roy McFarland. 

Downes, who operates as a 
central defender, has been given 
a chance to earn a longer deal 
after shining in the club's pre~ 
season. 

McFarland will monitor 
Downes’ nrogress over the next 
three months, before deciding if 
the player is worth snaring on a 
permanent basis. 

"Aaron is only 19-years-old 
and clearly has some ability," 
said McFarland. 

"We want to take a closer 
look at what he has to offer over 
the next three months, with the 
possibility that the contract 
could be extended." 
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Mariners on the hunt (:"« 


By Ben Coonan _(NNC) outside of the seven Leisure Group are flying the reputable Mingara Recreation _‘[always avoid speculat- Club Inc. 
pre-ordained major centres flag for a community starved Club being vetoed as a train- ing on positive outcomes, I 

tcame.assomewhat ofa in Australia and New of sporting identity, ing facility, the Central Coast think it can bring you bad 

surprise to learn that Zealand. With a population of over are already well equipped to luck. 


‘Central Coast based Backed by a host of well- 300,000, featuring 40,000 formulate their bid. "So all I have done is put 
Spirit Sports and Leisure credentialed investors and registered soccer players; the A common misconception my best possible efforts into 
Group were the only con- locating themselves in whatis Central Coast offers an excit- about the Central Coast bid it getting the very best bid 
sortia to lodge a bid for the a relatively untried sporting ing alternative to the city bids seems is that the Spirit Sports together and we'll just hope 


New National Competition area, the Spirit Sports and that dominate the twelve and Leisure Group are cam-  thatiit gets through, but I don’t Director of Coaching and Coaches required for 
pate by the Fane paigning for a revamped and want to speculate at all. PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
joocer Association )for relocated version of former "But you'll hear a very big 
BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES |} thennc. Nalonipa cere iar ott rll re co cial ee cee ea er eee 
SPORTS CLUB Chairing the Central Coast (NSL) club Northern Spirit. it” well as physiotherapist. 
PO Box 1132 bid is Tan Kieran, of Clean Conversely, the Spirit Placing the Central Coast. 
Green Valley Plaza 2168 Up Australia fame. Sports and Leisure group on a course for Australian Applications must be suitably qualified with an 
Tel (02) 9823 7714 Although not commonly hope to enter the NNC witha sporting notoriety is high on interest in Youth Development. 
Fax (02) 9823 6997 recognized as a soccer per- clean slate, rid of potentially the Mariners agenda, with 
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in its own right as an industri- known as the Central Coast said Kiernan, Secretary - Jan Lloyd 0419 013 933 
al area, a business area," said Mariners. "Or, where’s the Central 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 


teams Season 2005. 
Successful applicants need to be 


Kiernan of the Mariners terri- - However, although not Coast? It's somewhere Applications close zoth August, 2004 
tory. connected in any official between Sydney and 
"Young families, a lot of capacity with the business Newcastle. That’s no longer 


young families up there and personnel at the now defunct appropriate. Look at business | Western Raiders Futsal Club 
soccer, as the most played Spirit, the Mariners will have that’s being attracted up there, 


qualified and hold a sport in the world." a Spiritesque flavour should look at the employment that's | Fif™@ 5-A-Side The Official Indoor Soccer Worldwide 
Seniors Coaching Licence. Aside from fleeting their bid win the ASA’s being generated and if we Invites 
All interested parties need to forward |} appearances by National approval. have a successful bid, that is Pisvers ol allaaes 
their resumé to the Rugby League: sides or the Rangers veteran and for- going to goa long way to 
occasional Rugby Union mer Spirit midfielder Jan — establishing the Central Coast 
Club Secretary international, the Central Ferguson will be the head as its own entity, just as the 
Mr Jack Cirjanic Coast has been famished of coach for season one, with Hunter is”, 
PO Box 1132 quality sports entertainment 2002/03 NSL coach of the Kiernan, clearly bursting 
with any regularity. year Lawrie McKinna being with anticipation at the poten- 
Green Valley Plaza 2168 With a world-class playing instilled as the Mariners tial of the Mariners bid, is v 
ae venue, Central Coast Ex Football Manager. keen to introduce an atmos- . 
Applications close 31.08.04 Advocate Stadium, ‘iting in athens ox Spirit player, phere at Central Coast {| Junior Girls and Boys Mixed competitions (to 12 y.0) 
the wings at Gosford and the  Socceroo legend Alex Tobin, Express Advocate Stadium All Age Men and Ladies competitions 
will be the clubs technical that invites all of the Coast's ee eee 
Grecia GE SHE a UES Saree ee ld 
Lainie Sl "We've got terrific people would be their first indepen- Register at St Clair sloure Centro, Autumn Loaf Drive, 
with Lawrie (McKinna) and dent sporting entity. St Clair. 
Tan (Ferguson),"_said “We want to make ita full Saturday 14th, 21st and 28th August, 2004 
Kieran. spectrum family event,” said 10.00am-4.00pm 


"These guys are incredibly Kiernan. 
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coaches, as 3, aS. le oing and watching the 1e Web: www,westernraiders.com.au 
Ss U 8 Ss Cc R i 5 E Telustestadtiomecenes Sol coe tonecin aioe | (Contres: Pannh Spor Stadur, St Gat Lecue 
aiken watching the entertainment.” | Centre, Don Bosco Youth Centre, Mt Druitt PCYC 
The best of the Spirit's The Mariners goals for Tor mnore]ingcrmaltort riecee phone: 
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To Australian and British Soccer Weekly ee ee eee p/#9670 4289 0412 87074 


Kim Meincke 
out every Tuesdays Wilkinson, Jonathan Richter "Trading in the black,” is PES SS 
by mailing the coupon and your cheque for ‘anrh Max licen faxes been: Teens Sank espe, as ae 
$4195 (GST incl) mooted as possible targets for "And the other indicators 
4 the Mariners, but no official _ I'd like to see would be soccer 
overseas fee $255 (GST incl) made payable to player announcements have starting to establish itself, not Uni ity of 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly at been made thus far. only on the sports pages, but niversity of NSW 
. 1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. NSW 2037. Given that the Australian on the news pages as @ game Soccer Club 
MATCH REPORTS Scccer Association (ASA) _ of the scale it deserves to be, 
NATIONAL LEAGUE NEWS @ Bipiiety-anenet. ile rea COACHING POSITIONS 
at the el; [wo months out from the 
AND LINE-UPS, spot would goto the strongest ASA'sannouncement,tbereis | Sasa! MARU PAUSES EES | 
SOCCEROOS NEWS, Tegional bid, the Central an air of optimism about the} The prestigious UNSW Soccer Club has a number of 
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however. Took to establish Central Head Coach — Girls Youth League 
"I'm a sailor and we’re Coast Mariners as a major © U12, U14 and U16 Girls Youth League Coaches 
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SUBSCRIPTION FOR $195 
COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


* Goalkeeper Coach 


The successful applicants must have the appropriate 
quaifications, excellent communication skills and 
previous coaching experience. if you have a dynamic 
Personality and are passionate about girls/women’s 
soccer, please forward your resume outlining your 
experience and references to: 


The Secretary 
UNSW Soccer Club 
Sam Cracknell Pavilion UNSW 
Kensington NSW 2052, 
‘Or email to. pris 
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STATE: 


Closing Date: 31st August 2004 
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WORLD STARS TO GRACE ATHENS 


ixteen players that featured at the 

2002 World Cup finals in 

Korea/Japan will grace the 2004 
Olympic Games Men’s Football 
Tournament that starts on August 11. 

FIFA released the lists of the 16 compet- 
ing countries, with many household names 
set to make this one of the best Olympic 
tournaments in recent memory. 

Of the 16 teams, only one, Serbia & 
Montenegro, will bring no over-age play- 
ers to Greece, with 10 teams bringing the 
full compliment of three over-age players, 
including Australia. 

Coach Frank Farina has reinforced his 
side with defender Craig Moore (28), strik- 
er John Aloisi (28) and midfielder Tim 
Cahill (pictured right - 24). 

Toumament favourites Argentina, who 
is in Australia’s group in Greece, have 
included Roberto Ayala and Kily Gonzalez, 
who both played in Korea/Japan. The third 
over-age player is Gabriel Heinze, who 
recently transferred to Manchester United. 

With Under 23 stars such as Saviola, 
D'Alessandro and Tevez already in the 
side, Argentina is going to be very hard to 
beat. 


With Serbia & Montenegro deciding to 


‘Tunisia in Australia’s group and while they 
have called up three, only Clayton was a 
member of the Tunisian side that went to 
Korea/Japan. 

Khaled Fadhel and Mohamed Jedidi 
were however part of Tunisia’s successful 
African Nations Cup tournament earlier 
this year. 

Paraguay has chosen two 33 year-olds in 
Carlos Gamarra and Jose Cardozo, while 
Carlos Paredes completes their trio, 
Gamarra is no stranger to the Olympics, 
playing at Barcelona in 1992. 

Portugal’s squad boasts four players that 
recently finished runners-up at Euro 2004. 
Fernando Meira and Frechaut, along with 
Fulham’s Boa Morte are the three over-age 
players and mixed in with the likes of 
Christano Ronaldo, Postiga and Tiago, they 
will be another in the frame for a medal. 

European champions Italy have named 
Andrea Pirlo, Matteo Ferrari and Ivan 
Pelizzoli as its three over-age players. 

Host nation Greece has opted for just 
cone player from its Euro 2004 Champion 
team in Dimitrios Papadopoulos, although 
he qualifies as an Under 23. Ieroklis 
Stoltidis, Konstantinos Nempegleras and 
Miltiadis Sapanis will add the experience. 


will appear include Shinji Ono and Hitoshi 
Sogahta (Japan), plus Kim Nam II and Chul 
Yon (Korea) 

Ten teams have included three over-age 
players (ARG, AUS, GHA, GRE, ITA, 
MEX, MOR, PAR, POR, TUN) 

3 teams have 2 (IRQ, JPN, KOR) 

2 teams have 1 (CRC, MLI) 

Serbia & Montenegro is the only team 
not to include an over-age player 

Number of players who participated in 
previous World Cups 

France 1998 & Korea/Japan 2002: 

7 players 

Korea/Japan 2002: 

16 players 


In the Women’s tournament, 64 players 
are backing up from Sydney 2000, while 27 
players were at the Atlanta Olympics in 
1996. 


A total of 23 players from the FIFA 
Women's World Cup 2003 final between 
Germany and Sweden will be at the Athens 
Olympics, while three US players Julie 
Foudy, Mia Hamm and Kristine Lilly have 
taken part in four FIFA Women’s World 
Cup’s. 

‘There is no age limit for the Women’s 


call up any over-age players that leaves 


Some of the other World Cup stars that 


tournament. 


Argentina’s Javier Saviola and Greece's Dimitris Papadopoulos are 
Just some of the stars that will be on show in Athens during the 
Olympic Games. 


Cross keen on 
more Joeys stars 


}WIS head coach Kelly Cross will be a man on a 
mission during this year’s National Talent 
Identification Championships as the Millwall born 

manager believes that certain youngsters from the NSW 
U16’s squad have what it takes to make the next step up to 
international football. 

Held at Parklea in late September and concluding in early 
October, NSW’s U16's squad are heavily favoured to take out 
this year’s State Titles and even more so, the title of having the 
most players selecting for the U17 Joeys squad later this year. 

Coached by John Mundt, the squad consists of a number of 
NSWIS graduates in Tayfun Buyukkopru, Brendan Maloney, 
Daniel Miller, Wade Oostendorp, Benjamin Vidaic and 
William Thom to name a few. 

Cross hopes that this batch will move up a step and emulate, 
if not by pass the success NSWIS graduates had during the 99 
Joeys squad that finished second in the U17 World Cup held in 
New Zealand, 

Australian youth coach Ange Postecoglou will be present in 
selecting his new breed of stars fora pre-season youth camp in 
late October. 

Anyone in the Sydney area who wants to know who could 
possibly be our next future stars in our Australian game should 
make their ways down to Soccer NSW's famous headquarters 
Parklea for this exciting tournament. 

Full details of each side and dates and times of the games 
will be published in ABSW in forthcoming editions. 


NSW METROPOLITAN 
SQUAD U16S 


Chris Bedzo 
Tayfun Buyukkopru 
David D’Apuzzo 
Scott Jamieson 
James Lawrence 
Brendan Maloney 
Daniel Miller 
Andrew Myles 
Wade Oostendorp 
Hussein Rachid 
William Thom 
Jason Trifiro 
Benjamin Vidaic 
Scott Wright 
Nicholas Andrianakos 
Daniel Lima 
Nicholas Xuereb 
Reece Iredale 


Ledbrook’s Olympic 


dream come true 


the 
Australian 
Olympic 


Women’s Football Team 
jetted off to Athens on 
Sunday, 18-year-old mid- 
fielder Kylie Ledbrook was 
still in disbelief of what had 
happened to her over the 
last few weeks. 

Just 105 days ago, she 
wore the green and gold for 
the very first time when the 
Qantas Young Matildas 
defeated the Solomon Islands 
13-0 at the Oceania U19 
Qualifying Tournament in 
Port Moresby. Just the thrill 
of having played her first 
game for her country was 
enough to digest at that time, 
plus the prospect of 
November’s. FIFA UI19 
Women’s World Champion- 
ship high in her thoughts. 

During an interview con- 
ducted the day after that 
youth debut game, the 
Sydneysider explained that 
her goals were to be invited 
into Qantas Matildas training 
‘camps and at least be in the 
running for 2007 World Cup 
and 2008 Olympic selection. 

Little did she know that her 
performances in the two 
games in Port Moresby would 
eam her an invitation into 
such a camp before she’d 
even left Papua New 
Guinea’s shores, and provide 
the launching pad towards a 
coveted seat on the plane to 
Athens. 

‘A week later, at the begin- 
ning of May, Ledbrook found 
herself one of 29 players in 
the pressure-cooker situation 


of vying for Olympic selec- 
tion. 

This was everyone’s last 
Opportunity to impress and 
the stakes couldn’t be higher. 

Come mid-June, Ledbrook 
received the phone call which 
was to change life as she 
knew it Ledbrook and six- 
ten-year-old Qantas Young 
Matildas teammate Sally 
Shipard found themselves in 
the highly unusual situation 
of gaining selection to the 
Olympic Games despite hay- 
ing never played a single 
match at senior international 
level, 

“T was shocked,” was how 
she described her feelings 
when advised of the news by 
telephone. “I was at work 
and it was just such a massive 
shock. My heart was just 
beating so hard and I was 
shaking “I didn’t really know 
what to think.” 

“Tt’s still sinking in now!,” 
said Ledbrook last Saturday 
on the eve of travelling to 
Greece. “People keep saying 
to me “You must be really 
excited, you're _ leaving 
tomorrow’, and I have to 
think ‘Wow, I am going 
tomorrow’. Even when we 
were on tour, 1 would think 
‘Wow, I’m playing for my 
country!” 

“At the start of the year, I 
didn’t think I had any chance. 
But when I was selected for 
the May camp, and then after 
the camp, I thought I could 
maybe have a chance, but 
then I would say ‘No, this is 
only my first time involved 
with the older team,’ I didn’t 
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Its been a dream come true for 18-year-old Kylie 
Ledbrook who will represent Australia in Athens 
next week. 


think T had a shot. 

My goal was the 2008 
Olympics this year was just 
to focus on the youth world 
cup. 

Ledbrook had little time to. 
soak in the enormity of the 
situation. The following 
week, she met up with her 
new Olympic teammates to 
fly off on a month-long tour 
to China, Mexico, and the US 


and a schedule of seven 
matches including five inter- 
nationals. 

Everything was such anew 
experience and happening at 
such a cracking pace, There 
was getting to know her new 
teammates, being away from 
home for such a long time, 
taking the step up to senior 
level football, getting famil- 
iarised with the team’s style 


and tactics, playing in front of 
big crowds, the excitement of 
the forthcoming Olympics. 

And it soon became evi- 
dent, Ledbrook hadn’t been 
selected merely to get a taste 
of what it’s all about. She 
retumed home from the tour 
having got on the field in all 
seven games, including gain- 
ing a starting eleven berth 
against both China and 
Mexico. 

“There’s no way I expected. 
to start. I was shocked when 
T got the number nine (shirt), 
and when I found out I was 
starting. But I was ready I 
really wanted to play. I 
thought I’ll make the most of 
this opportunity. 

“It was all a learning expe- 
tience. I was very excited 
about going, which made it 
easier because I went wanting 
to lear. It was difficult at 
times the standard was totally 
different to what I'd ever 
played, and some expected 
you to play like you had 
played there before. But it 
‘was pretty easy fitting in the 
girls were really comforting.” 

“International — standard 
was pretty much what I 
thought it would be a lot 
quicker and getting closed 
down quickly so there’s more 
pressure, but I was ready for 
it 

“But there were times 
when I tended to hide in the 
game because I wasn’t used 
to it. It’s a learning process. 
Overall I think I can play alot 
better, but I was pretty happy 
with my first internationals.” 


ABSW (8) 
808, 


LIFE WITH PLAYER AGENTS 


Alex Brosque could well be the Socceroos 
next exciting star? 


By Joe Russo 


nother young player, another player agent, 

promises of deals, money changing hands 

«+» OM it goes. The role of player agents in 

soccer in recent times has certainly attracted its fair 
share of attention, 

While the Australian Soccer Association website has 
a list of the accredited FIFA player agents in Australia, 
for young players and their families the whole decision 
making process can be rather difficult. 

“What burdens the player agent profession is the 
unscrupulous ethics that marks the practices of 
many so-called agents,” says Romano Bit, a 
FIFA accredited player agent and a director of 
Sports management company Stryker 
Taternational. 

“We are interested in working with people 
who are willing to make a difference across all 
management issues of the game and that is why 
we more accurately see ourselves as a sports 
management team.” 

Ttis a rather novel yet interesting development 
for soccer and the player agent’s role in particu- 
lar. No longer are deals done in isolation. 

A competitive advantage in the industry may be 
gained from going beyond the normal parameters of the 
role. It is about management of players well beyond the 
buying and selling aspect. 

Kon Kalos, a university lecturer who specialises in 
sports psychology, humanitarian studies ‘and parent 
education and is the Youth Development Consultant of 
Stryker International, explains his role in the process as 
follows: “Our standards and ethics reflects a holistic 
approach which involves parent education, diet, 
lifestyle, biomechanical monitoring and sports psychol- 
ogy.” 
Stryker Intemational is the brainchild of Denis 


No Wowllier Jink 
wit Soeeeroos 


SA chief executive John 

O'Neill has denied meet- 

_ with — former 

Liverpool manager Gerard 

Houllier to try to entice him into 

taking over from Frank Farina 
as Socceroos coach, 

A report on the website of 
London's The Sun newspaper said 
Houllier had talked with O'Neill 
and ASA chairman Frank Lowy 
about a proposed four-year con- 
tract worth STG million 
($A20.77 million), 

‘The report said the ASA was 
unhappy with Farina aad believed 
Houllier could guide the 
Socceroos to the World Cup finals 
in Germany in 2006. 

But O'Neill said the claim was 
incorrect and he was unaware of 
anyone from the ASA ever talking 
with Houllier. 

"I've never met Gerard 
Houllier, P've never even spoken 
to Gerard Houllier, so that is cate- 
gorically incorrect,” he said. 

"The speculation that we're in 
the market looking for a new 
coach is incorrect. 

"The fact is that Frank Farina's 
with the under-23 team in Athens 
preparing for that great event 
where we hope to do very well 
and this is a very unnecessary dis- 
traction.” 

Asked whether anybody from 
the ASA had contacted Houllier or 
his management, he seid: "Not as 


far as I'm aware." 

ONeill said the ASA was 
happy with Farina and he was 
contracted to coach the Socceroos 
until the end of the 2006 World 
Cup campaign. He said he was 
expecting both the men's and 
women's Olympic teams to at least 
make the quarter finals, 

"We, wanted to use the Olympic 
Games as a bit of a litmus test for 
the way our preparation and plan- 
ning should improve for the cam- 
paign for the World Cup," he said. 


"We have put a distinct amount 
cof work into preparation and plan. 
ning. 

“We're not there to make up the 
numbers. 

"Let's put it this way, it's one of 
the better prepared teams we've 
had in both men and women, the 
Matildas are a ranked team. 
"They've both been prepared very 
well, they've got some form on the 
board, I would expect they get to 
the quarter final stage and then see 
how we go.” 


Gerard Houlller’s involvement with the Socceroos has 
been classed as pure speculation. 


Colusso Managing Director of Stryker and former 
Australian Youth International who played in the Under 
20 World Youth Championships held in Australia in 
1981 and a former NSL player with Marconi, Romano 
Bit, Kon Kalos and Anthony Guirsivich, a solicitor and 
the team’s legal counsel. 

Alex Brosque is one young player that is currently 
managed by Stryker, The former Marconi player and 
current Olyroo has signed a one-year contract with 
Belgium’s Westerlo, a first division club. However, in 
keeping with company policy, his management compa- 
ny was guarded about making rash statements about his 
future potential. 


Brosque is arguably the next ‘big thing’ in Australian 
soccer. Throughout the last few years whilst at Marconi 
the local soccer media has been quick to recognise his 
talents. There is no doubt that he is a “rough diamond” 
but you won't hear that from his management compa- 
ny. 

“His development will be closely monitored,” 
Romano Bit said. “His ability to perform at the highest 
level technically, physically and, most importantly, 
emotionally and how he deals with the demands of the 
world stage, will be monitored by us.” 

“In 12 months time we, in conjunction with 
Feyenoord, will assess his progress and re-evaluate 
with Alex and his family his future pathway.” 
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“The team [Stryker] is ethically very careful not to 
make statements about a player’s future until very spe- 
cific criteria have been met and a range of qualified 
assessments completed.” 

‘The idea of player management in the broader sense 
is notnew in professional sport. However, in Australian 
soccer it is still in the infancy stage. 

Giyen that Australia exports so many players abroad, 
it is important the profession is regulated and that play- 
er agents and managers comply with the highest ethical 
standards. It is no longer acceptable to simply offer 
buying and selling skills. 

“We are interested in development, nurturing and an 

ethically balanced approach to sport,” Kon 

Kalos said. “We need to be proactive at a time 

when the game is in need of radical shifts in 

thinking and management of its spirit. Our phi- 
losophy has been radically inspired by people 
such as Johnny Warren.” 

“We believe in the co-creative collective will of 

a group of people who are motivated to make a 

difference in sports management across all ley- 

els of football.” 

Meanwhile for young players hoping to secure 
that dream contract overseas it is extremely important 
to deal with FIFA accredited player agents. However, as 
Romano Bit points out, it is not only the accreditation 
that is important but also the ethics and overall people 
management skills that agents, or more accurately, 
sports managers need to offer. 

And he offers the following as final advice for young 
players: “Too many players have disappeared into 
oblivion leaving too early [for overseas]” 

“Timing and emotional readiness are very important 
considerations. We need to manage this beautiful game 
which we are all passionate about and its participants in 
the most transparent and ethical way possible - making 
ita better game for everyone.” 


ADIES OR MIXED 


WINDSOR 
GOSFORD 
KATOOMBA 
MORISSET 
PARKLEA 
ROCKDALE 
WILLOUGHBY 
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Magic end Lions run 


much anticipated contest between the 
Lions and the Magic was greeted with a 


good crowd around the 3000 mark at the 
Flying Lions Stadium. 

When Preston scored in the early minutes of the 
first half the Lions fans were all feeling buoyant 
and extremely confident of winning its third game 
of the season against its old enemy the Magic from 
Altona. 

It didn't look like the Magic would trouble the 
Lions as all the attacking in the first 30 minutes or 
so was all Preston and only some yery desperate 
defending by the Magic defense kept them in the 
game. 

Naum Sekuloyski gave Jevdevic some problems 
with a shot from just outside the penalty box but 
the keeper did well to hold onto the ball from the 
Sekulovski shot. 

Against the run of play the Magic found them- 
selves on even terms when a cross from their right 
flank was met an unmarked Stergiopoulos who 
coolly placed his header beyond the reach of 
Preston keeper Daniel Zilic to even the score. This 
goal by Altona was met with the loudest silence 
ever heard at the Flying Lions Stadium as only 
about 10 or so Magic supporters celebrated the 
goal. 


Preston pushed ever forward and was commit- 
ting themselves to find the goal that would give 
them the edge over Altona but it was not to be as 
the referee blew for half time. 

The Lions faithful were out in numbers again 
and its Official Fan Club the Lions Pride tried as 
hard as always to get that little bit extra out of the 
players and this has been one of the reasons why 
the Lions seem to be one of the most successful 
clubs in the league as this support translates to 
added energy for the players. 

As in many previous games this season the 
Lions were on the front foot and pressing the 
Magic at every opportunity but its inability to put 
the ball away when it counts has been a problem 
for the Lions and this would end up costing them 
dearly in the long run. 

A debatable free kick was awarded to the Magic 
on its left flank some 25 metres from goal, and 
Pace Cergovski scored directly from the free kick 
to completely silence the stadium as the Lions 
Fans slowly released that their grip on the 
Elimination Final was being priced away from 
them. Try as they might the Lions players could 
not break down the Magic defense as they defend- 
ed their slender lead. 

Tn the end the Lions finished the Season with a 
whimper instead of a roar as the Magic continue 
on for at least one more week. 

Meanwhile in the other final, the Bulleen Zebras 


VICTORIAN PREMIER LEAGUE 


got off to a winning start in their road to the 


Victorian Premier League final with a well ~ 


deserved one-nil victory over the Oakleigh 
Cannons: 

Oakleigh who finished second on the ladder this 
season were simply no match for the Zebras who 
tormented the home side from the kick-off. 

Bulleen could play Green Gully in the Major 
Semi-Final this week but Oakleigh’s chances have 
not been classed as over yet. 

Michael Curcija will surely be a menace to 
watch out for with the Cannons and his striking 
abilities will certainly be needed come this week- 
end, 


Finals Series Results 


Sat, 8 Aug Elimination Final 
Preston Lionss...< 40)... 2G <iev- tol 
(J Cvetanovski) 


Altona Magic .......s0eceeeeeee eed 
(M Stergiopoulos, P Cergovski) 
Sat, 6 Aug Qualifying Final 


Oakleigh Cannons ........00e+0000 


Bulleen Zebras ....+..+++++++eeeeed 
(B Harbinson) 


Qualifying Final 
Bulleen Zebras _ ys. Oakleigh Cannons 


Elimination Final 
Altona Magic ys. Preston Lions 


Preston Lions have bowed out of this 
year's Victorlan 


COUNTDOWN 


TO OLYMPIC chins, and their victory over 

Mexico at altitude at the 

KICKOFF . Azteca Stadium before 20,000 
Our Australian Olympic parochial fans. 

Women’s Football Team So too from their first half 

departed for Athens on performance against the 


Sunday, in readiness for their 
opening match of the cam- 
paign against Brazil. 

The 18-member Team 
enjoyed a week back home 
amongst family and friends 
following a month-long prepa- 
ation tour taking in China, 


Olympic group matches. 


take much confidence from 
their win and a draw against 


mighty USA who they will 
next face in the last of the 


Certainly the Team is high 
in determination to become the 
first Australians to record our 
first win in a senior women’s 


GROUP E 
Sweden 
Japan 
Nigeria 


GROUP MATCHES 
Date 
Wed 11 August 


ATHENS 2004 OLYMPIC WOMEN’S 
FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT - 


THE DRAW 


GROUPF 
Germany 
cee 


Time * 
6.00pm 
6.00pm. 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 


Germany v China 
Brazil v AUSTRALIA 
Sweden v Japan 


Rest Day - Opening of the Games of the XVIII Olympiad 


f world event, and be the first to - 
ERS SNA advance past the group stage. Leading from example: 
The Australians, a younger, Ang from there, the aim is to Vice-Captain Sacha Wainwright & Captaln Cheryl Thu 12 August Rest Day 
new-look combination, can reach the medal rounds. Sallsbury will lead the Australian women’s team to Fri 13 August 
hopeful glory in Athens. 
OLYMPIC GAMES - ATHENS 2004 ATHENS 2004 tie Ma a Jineup Sat 14 August 
Oceania Women’s Olympic Qualifying Tournament was in fact the top quarter- 
ga OLYMPIC —finatisis from the previous 
Date Opponent Result Scorers MEN’ year’s Women’s World Cup 
Location 04 Mar 04. PNG 10-0 W wo! s plus the host nation. 
Gill 3, De Vanna 2, Walsh, Peters, Kuralay, Mann 2 FOOTBALL Sm oe 
Ba FS i 
06 Mar 04. Fiji 70 TOURNAMENT THE FORMAT 
Harch 3, Mann 2, Foster, Gill Ba FI ‘The women’s football com- Tue 17 August 
Australia qualified as Oceania Champions tition is the very first event 
: THE EVENT frie olympic Gancs, tai 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN’S FOOTBALL TEAM — 
OLYMPIC GAMES ATHENS 2004 : 


No, Players (18) : 
Cassandra KELL ANS NSWIS 

Rhian DAVIES AIS / ACTAS 
‘Sacha WAINWRIGHT (vic) AIS / ACTAS 
Dianne ALAGICH AIS/'SAS| 

‘Cheryl SALISBURY (capt) AIS / NSWIS (Nthn) 
Sally SHIPARD AIS NSWIS 
Sarah WALSH AIS/QAS: 

Heather GARRIOCK —_AIS/ GAS 

Kylie LEDBROOK AIS/NSWIS 
Joanne PETERS (vic) _AIS/ NSWIS (Nthn) 
isa DE VANNA AIS/ WA 

Karla REUTER AIS/ QAS 

‘Thea SLATYER AIS/ NSWIS 
Gillan FOSTER AIS! ACTAS 

Tal KARP AIS ACTAS 

Selin KURALAY AIS/ QAS 

Danielle SMALL Ais NSWIS 
Melissa BARBIERI AIS/VIS. 


Curent Program 

w/oa/eo 
05/01/61 
oso272 
12/0579 
8/0374 
2ONtO/87 
{01/83 
ayer 
20/03/86 
41/0379 
s4ritle 
taosres 
o2mo2ri3 
28/08/76 
sort2/e1 
25/01/85, 
o7279 
20/01/80 


D 
D 
D 
D 
M 
FE 
M 
M 
M 
F 
D 
D 
M 
M 
i 
M 
c 


Joanne SANDERS 
‘Adrian SANTRAG 

Kevin McCORMACK 
Jamas ILC. 

Julian RUSSELLJONES: 
‘Adam HEWITT 

Martyn SMITH 


Equipment Manager Berthy MAY 


The Athens 2004 Olympic 
Games will be the third 
Olympic Games in which 
women’s football has been 
contested, the first occasion 
being Atlanta 1996. 

For the first time, ten 
nations will contest the 
Olympic women’s football, an 
increase from eight teams. 

Also for the first time, a 
separate Olympic qualification 
process has been held in each 
regional confederation to 
decide the competing nations, 

‘The only ones not to stage a 
qualifying tournament were 
UEFA (Europe), due to the 
Tength of time it takes for them 
to hold such an event, and 
CONMEBOL (South 
America). Both have instead 
entered their top teams from 
last year’s Women’s World 
Cup. 

For previous Olympics, the 


tionally kicking off two days 
before the Olympic Opening 


Ceremony. All women’s Wed 18 August Rest Day 
group matches will be played Thu 19 August Rest Day 
as doubleheaders with men’s 
football fixtures. QUARTERFINALS 
‘The ten nations have been Fri 20 August 13 
drawn into three groups, two 4 
consisting of three teams, with 15 
cone of four teams. In the first 16 
round, each country will play 
the. other teams in its group Sat 21 August Rest Day 
al Sun 22 August Rest Day 
The top two teams from 
each of the three-team groups SEMIFINALS 
advance to the quarterfinals, 
whilst the top three teams from er Les iv 
the group of four go through. 


‘The one remaining quarterfi- 
nals berth is awarded to the 
better third-placed team from 


Tue 24 August 
Wed 25 Angust 


Rest Day 
Rest Day 


Thessaloniki 


Japan v Nigeria 
Greece vy AUSTRALIA 
China v Mexico 
USA vy Brazil 


Germany vy Mexico 
Greece v Brazil 
USA v AUSTRALIA 
Sweden v Nigeria 


Patras Ist Fv 2nd E 
Ist Gv 3rd EF 
2nd F v 2nd G 


IstE v 3rd G 


Heraklio 
Volos 


Heraklio 
Patras 


W14 vy W13 
W16v W15 


Athens 
Athens 


Li7y Lis 
WI7v WI18 


6.00pm 
9.00pm 


¥All above times are local Greek time which is 7 hours behind AEST 


na sforeneedsi) | BRONZE MEDAL MATCH / FINAL 
place at least third in the four | Tht 26August 19 

team Group G to advance to 20 

the quarterfinals. 
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Cat 


e x 


from the 


dressing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


Its Sydney warfare at ASA 
this week 


is week earmarks one important 
week for all fans across the NSW 
state as both Sydney bids take their 
places in being assessed by the ASA. 
Sydney FC headed by Tom 
Doumanis and the Eastern Suburbs bid 
spearheaded by- Nick Politis will go 
head to head in seeing which side gets 
the nod on the only spot in Sydney. 
. It maybe that both get the green light 
but rest assured, its been stated by ASA 
that by no means has this eventual result 
been ‘fixed’ already with close sources 
stating that Politis bid has won out. 
One thing’s for sure, Politis bid 
seems to be moving along as coach Jan 
Crook has already assembled a good 
squad if all prevails while Sydney FC 
battle out between who will lead the 
squad in Branko Culina and Nick 
Theodorakopoulos in coaching the 
squad, 


Olympic’s Secret 


B: on the look out this year for cur- 
‘rent NSW Premier League outfit 
Sydney Olympic as they enter their first 
year away from the national league. 

Sporting a new coach, a young squad 
and a young group of board members 
who are all keen and willing to get the 
club rolling again, there’s been one man 
that has surely kept the Olympic spirit 
burning since last year. 

Assistant coach Peter Papoythis or 
also known as ‘flea’, has been one busy 
operator in the backdoor at Olympic. 

A passionate soccer lover, the ex- 
Heidelberg United defender known for 
his antics with one of his best friends in 
the  ‘Wogboy’ himself Nick 
Giannopoulos, ‘flea’s trendy restaurant 
“Teascapes’ located at ‘the spot’ in 
Randwick has been the meeting place 
for the Blues squad since last season. 

During the year, the lads had the ben- 
efit of eating downstairs before taking it 
all in the secret VIP section upstairs 
where soccer tables, video games and a 
pool table not to mention comfy coach- 
es were at bay in mellowing down the 
Olympic boys. 

Papoythis’ spot will surely be a haven 
once more for Olympic this year and 
Peter admits it will be a year that every- 
one will see how good Sydney Olympic 
really are. 


Venables still coming 


midst reports that Newcastle 

United were merely using good old 
‘El Tel’ as a media stunt in pushing for- 
ward their APL bid came the news 
again from the horses mouth that he is 
coming to Australia next year. 

Chairman Con Constantine has reas- 
sured ABSW that Venables will run the 
show if Newcastle are granted a spot in 
the league next year.” 

United are facing stiff opposition 
from rivals Central Coast Mariners. 

It could be the same scenario in 
Rugby League with the Central Coast 
Bears wanting in the NRL next year. 

‘The Bears will need to battle hard as 
cross-town rivals the Newcastle 
Knights have been outstanding these 
past few seasons. 


Young Socceroos touring 
Indonesia 


¢ Qantas Young Socceroos will 

compéte in the 2004 Governor Cup 

in Indonesia later this month as the team 

continues their preparation for the 2005 

FIFA World Youth Championship 
Qualifying campaign. 

The Australian squad will compete in 
the eight-team tournament, which fea- 
tures the under-20 national teams of 
Indonesia and Thailand as well as a 
number of Indonesian club sides. 

National Youth Coach Ange 
Postecoglou has selected domestic 
based players for the tournament fol- 
lowing the first matches of the current 
campaign back in April when the 
Qantas Young Socceroos undertook a 
four-match tour of France and Belgium. 


The 20-man Australian squad for the 
Governor Cup is: 


Goalkeepers - Tom Arcaba 
(Wollongong Wolves), Nick Crossley 
(AIS) 


Defenders - Adrian Leijer (VIS), 
Mark Milligan (Blacktown City, NSW), 
Jacob Timpano (uncontracted), Brett 
Studman (AIS), Ben Griffin 
(Queensland Lions), Matt Danskin 
(Fremantle City), Keegan Wolfenden 
(South Cardiff, NSW), Jonathan 
Higgins (ECU Joondalup, WA) 

Midfielders - Kristian Sarkies (VIS), 
Chns Tadrosse (uncontracted), Vince 
Lia (uncontracted), Stuart Musialik 
(Weston Bears, NSW), Billy Celeski 
(Bulleen Zebras, Vic) 

Forwards - Nick Ward (Sterling 
Lions, WA), Matthew Gordon 
(Balgownie Rangers, NSW), Matthew 
Deegan (AIS), Tim Smits (Pine Rivers, 
Qld), Mark Bridge (Cringila Lions, 
NSW) 


The squad comprises seven players 
who featured in last year's FIFA U-17 
World Championship in Finland - 
Crossley, Leijer, Griffin, Wolfenden, 
Sarkies, Deegan and Qantas Joeys cap- 
tain Timpano. Defender Milligan and 
midfielder Lia are the only two sur- 
vivors from last year's FIFA World 
Youth Championship campaign. Two 
other players still eligible are Newcastle 
United forward Jobe Wheelhouse who 
is currently injured, and midfielder 
Spase Dilevski, currently in Athens 
with the Australian Olympic football 
team. 

The 2004 Governor Cup will be held 
in Sumatra from 22-30 August, featur- 
ing two groups of four teams with the 
Australian team to play Indonesian club 
teams PSSB Bireuen, PSMS Medan and 
Persiraja Banda Aceh. The full match 
schedule is: 


Monday 22 August vy Persiraja Banda 
Aceh 
Wednesday 24 August - PSMS Medan 
Friday 26 August - PSSB Bireuen 
Monday 29 August - Semi finals 
Tuesday 30 August - Final and 3rd 
place match 


The Qantas Young Socceroos 
reached the second round at the 2003 
FIFA World Youth Championship in the 
United Arab Emirates, defeating even- 
tual winners Brazil before being 
knocked out by the host nation. 


The 2005 FIFA U-17 World 
Championship will be held in Peru from 
15 Sep - 2 Oct 2005 with the Oceania 
qualifying tournament likely to be held 
in January. 


ASA close to securing TV 
deal 


ustralian Soccer Association 

chief executive John O'Neill 

says the organisation is close to 
announcing a television deal for the new 
competition. 

"We're very close to having a net- 
work, a dedicated network which will 
carry the competition in a live and 
exclusive way," he said. 

"An announcement I expect to be 
able to make within a week to 10 days.” 

O'Neill also defended the bidding 
process for the eight places in the new 
league, saying there was nothing under- 
handed about it. 

O'Neill said the process was fair and 
denied accusations some of the 12 bid- 
ding clubs had already been assured of a 
place. 

"There's always room for sentiment 
but it's a completely level playing field,” 
he said. 

"There's been concerns expressed in 
other markets that there's winks and 
nods being given to preferred bidders, 
that's absolute nonsense." 


Australian Olympic teams 
win final leadup matches 


oth the Australian Under 23s and 

Matildas have finished their 
Olympic Games preparations with con- 
fidence-boosting wins just five days out 
from their first official matches on 
August 11. 

The Under 23s were made to work 
hard before finally beating Costa Rica 
2-1, while the Matildas scored a 1-0 win 
over Mexico. 

Frank Farina’s men showed they will 
be a force in the Olympic tournament 
with a commanding 90-minute perfor- 
mance, temporarily stalled only by a 
‘59th-minute equaliser by the Costa 
Ricans, 

Australian midfielder Luke Wilkshire 
was first onto the scoresheet when he 
fired Australia into the lead just seconds 
before the half time break. 

The goal gave Australia a well 
deserved half time Jead and although 
they did start well in the second half, 
Costa Rica equalised to breathe fresh 
life into the match. 

Australia remained composed and 
regained the ascendency in the 64th 
minute when Ahmad Elrich continued 
his rich vein of scoring form with the 
eventual winner, 

Farina greeted the goal with a flurry 
of substitutions to give four more play- 
ers some game time. 

Anthony Danze, Brett Holman, 
David Tarka and Ryan Griffiths came 
onto the pitch, replacing Alex Brosque, 
Elrich, Shane Cansdell-Sherriff and 
Wilkshire. 

In a good sign of the Australian 
team’s depth, the substitutes continued 
to dominate and ran out 2-1 winners. 

The Australia Olympic Men's 
Football Team will now prepare for 
their opening match of the Olympic 
Games Tournament against Tunisia in 


Crete on August 11. 

Meanwhile, Matildas striker Sarah 
Walsh scored the winning goal in the 
36th minute of the first half in a match 
that Australia could easily have won by 
a bigger margin. 

Neither Australian goalkeeper — 
Cassandra Kell and Melissa Barbieri 
played half a game each — had to make 
any significant saves, while Lisa de 
Vanna and 16-year-old Sally Shipard 
came close to adding to Walsh’s goal in 
a dominant display. 

Shipard, the youngest member of the 
team, put in a masterful display in the 
centre of midfield, while veterans 
Sheryl Salisbury and Di Alagich 
anchored a rock solid Australian mid- 
field, the Australians never looked like 
conceding a goal in the first half. 

The Australian Olympic Women’s 
Football Team start their Olympic 
Toummament on August 11 (Greek time) 
with a clash against Brazil in 
Thessaloniki in northem Greece. The 
match kicks off at 1.00am (AEDST) on 
August 12. 


Kewell prepared to return 
home to play for Australia 


ustralia international Harry Kewell 

is prepared to fly home and play for 
his country for the first time in three 
years. 

The Liverpool midfielder has not 
played in Australia since the World Cup 
qualifying playoff against Uruguay on 
November 20 2001, although his last 
appearance for the team was a friendly 
against South Africa in London in 
March. 

Kewell, who had an ankle injury last 
season, has been criticised by the 
Australian media for his non-participa- 
tion in internationals outside of Europe. 

“It (criticism) is part and parcel of my 
life. I have leaned to accept it over the 
last eight years - almost since I started 
playing,” the 25-year-old told reporters. 

"But I still like playing for my coun- 
try and I will always be there for them - 
wherever it is. 

“If it means going back to Australia 
that's fine, it's my home country... It's a 
bit of a trek, but it has got to be done. 

"I have had a rest and treatment on 
my ankle over the summer and it's all 
fine now, so I can fly again," added 
Kewell, who has 15 caps. 

Australia are due to play the Solomon 
Islands in a two-legged Oceania 
Football Confederation (OFC) Nations 
Cup final playoff in October. 


Branko Culina on a 
mission 


lurrent Soccer NSW technical direc- 
‘tor Branko Culina has. departed 
Australia but not for good. 

Culina is currently in Holland over- 
seeing his younger son Jason but is also 
extending his already high coaching 
qualities by attending seminars in 
Holland on the role of development in 
that specific country. 

Known for their amazing ways in cre~ 
ating stars, Dutch football would cer- 
tainly be a great example for all 
Australians to look out for. 

Culina is currently in the running to 
coach the Sydney FC side headed by 
president Tom Doumanis. 


Known for being no stranger to the 
game, the former ‘NSL coach of the 
year’, has always stated his intent on 
getting back into the coaching game 
especially in next season’s revamped 
Australian national league. 


Condolences 


ABSW wishes to extend its deepest 
condolences to Soccer NSW’s Tom 
Doumanis who’s mother passed away 
last Sunday evening. 

May she rest in heavenly peace. 


Moore regrets Blackburn 
-down 


et Rangérs captain Craig Moore 
has admitted his disappointment over 
the collapse of his proposed move to 
Premiership Blackburn, 
He was poised to move to the Rovers in 
a £500,000 deal but it collapsed with con- 
cems over recent knee surgery. "It would 
have been easier [if the move had gone 
through before the Olympic Games] but 
things don't always work out the way you 
want," said the 32 year old, who is still 
keen on a move south of the border to 
England. 


giveaway 
ABSW are proud to be staging a 
competition that could see five 
lucky kids receive free skills train- 
ing for a month. 

How to enter this competition? 

Simple, looking at the photo 
below with Purac, name the young- 
ster who at 22, represented the U17 
Joeys and played in the National 
League with Sydney Olympic and 
Sydney United recently. 

Purac has regarded this little 
‘Pele’, as probably his best pupil 
yet. 

Here’s a clue, he wore the num- 
ber 23 for Sydney United this year 
and his initials are A.D, 

A winner will be announced week- 


ly. 

Mario Restelli Jnr will be the 
third to experience the Purac skills 
training program - congratulations 
Samuel 

Send your answer via email on 
absw@foreignianguage.com.au to 
be the first to win this wonderful 
competition. 
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VSF 


Pre-APL league bid off? 
to start 


he green light has been sanc- 
Ties by ASA CEO John 

O'Neill in hosting a pre-tour- 
nament for all eight successful bid- 
ders in next season’s revamped 
competition, 

No name has been given to 
the competition itself, nor the 
main league set to start next 
August, however a teaser 
league will kick-start in 


March or April next PB 
year. 


ABSW mentioned 


this two months SOCCER 


the news that both the SFS and 
Ballymore could be on show. 

Winning this pre-tournament com- 
petition will allow that team to repre- 
sent Australia in the Oceania 
qualifying series in May for 
December's world ciub champi- 
onships in Tokyo. 

In terms of the new league, a 

three-round, 21 game idea, 

plus @ four-team finals is 

still on the recipe for 
O'Neill. 

As mentioned in 
ABSW a few weeks 


ago in the pro- back, Fox Sports 
posed little tour- ASSOCIATION and SBS look set 
‘nament, to sign a lucrative TV 


Two groups of four will play out at 
two venues selected by the ASA with 


deal for the league and every 
Socceroos match. 


The Victorian Soccer 
Federation’s bid headed by chair- 
man Manny Galanos is said to be 
out of the race in holding a spot in 
the initial eight team league next 
July. 

Vying against news limited 
backed Melbourne Victory and the 
Steve Horvat bid from Melbourne 
United, close reports have indicated 
that the VSF bid is surely out of con- 
tention. 

Like the Soccer NSW bid, the 
VSF had high hopes 
of possibly gain- 
ing the ASA’s 
interest in allow- 
ing a federation 
to run team in the 
new league, 

This decision though has back- 
fired. 


ASA CEO John O'Neill stated 
last week to the ‘Daily Telegraph’ 
that the VSF bid was merely there 
to ‘have a say’ in the process of 
selecting either United or the 
Victory. 


Socceroos slip down FIFA ladder 


he Socceroos have slipped five 

places to 57th in the FIFA 

rankings of national teams for 
August released this week. 

Frank Farina’s squad has come under 
fire with this recent drop especially now 
with ASA CEO John O'Neill monitor- 
ing his performances closely. 

Ex-Fulham boss John Tigana has 
been linked with a possible job vacancy 
in helping out Farina for the up and 
coming World Cup route to Germany in 
2006. * 

The lack of matches against high 
quality opposition and the consistency 
in playing regularly has been the 


Socceroos down point in their slump, 
The new ASA board has made it 
quite clear that success must be seen 
from the top of the ladder in order for all 
new initiatives in gaining a quick start, 
Its believed that the Socceroos calen- 


dar for the next few months will be quite 
hectic with a number of friendly match- 
es organized. 

Entering major tournaments or com- 
petitions could be a good plot in getting 
the Australians back up that ladder espe- 
cially with the recent rumour of the 
Green and Gold wanting to take part in 
the Copa America very soon, 

O’Neill though rebutted claims that 
the ASA made any formal bids in par- 
ticipating with the South Americans. 

An Asian link-up involving a mini 
tournament between various Asian sides 
and Australia is currently in negotia- 
tions. 


Soccer NSW to Go and 
Go with MILO 


occer NSW Chief 
Executive Officer, 
Robert Waddell, last 
week announced a 2-year 
sponsorship deal with 
Nestle, makers of MILO, 
to support Junior and 
School Soccer programs. 
“This is a fantastic 
development for soccer in 
NSW and the nation. We 
have long known that the 
strength of our sport has 
been in our junior player 
numbers and now corporate 
partners are beginning to 
support such essential pro- 
grams.” said Waddell. 
“Soccer is a terrific sport 
and these Programs will 
encourage young 
Australians to participate 
and demonstrate the bene- 
fits of Having a Go.”, 
Darren Boland Sampling & 
Sponsorship Manager — 
MILO. 
As part of the deal, Nestle 
MILO Soccer Clinics will 


be conducted among local 
junior soccer clubs offering Coaching staff with Milo 


(Left-Right): Brian Dene (Soccer NSW), Darren 
Boland (Milo) & Robert Waddell (Soccer NSW) 


playing tips by qualified 


prizes and giveaways for all 
participants. 

Additionally, Nestle will 
provide uniforms and equip- 
ment for’ Soccer NSW 
coaching and development 
staff to conduct soccer 
coaching clinics at primary 
schools around the State. 

On any one weekend in 
winter there are some 
124,000 registered junior 
boys and girls that play 
soccer under the Soccer 
NSW banner. 

‘The Soccer NSW schools 
development program visits 
approximately 300 schools 
and 10,000 students aged 
8-12 years. 

The MILO brand which 
celebrates it’s 70th Birthday 
this year has had a long 
association with Junior 
Sport with similar sporting 
sponsorships in place with 
the: sport of Cricket, Tennis 
and Snow Skiing. 
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Politis entry 


not certain 


Nick Politis’ bid has not been given 
the thumbs up for automatic entry 
Into next season’s new 
National League yet. 


ustralian soccer Association CEO 

John O’Neill has stated that no 

assurance nor any behind the door 
deals with the Nick Politis bid has taken 
place mach to what many officials of the 
game have thought of in previous weeks. 

Politis’ last minute bid raised speculation 
that his offer was pushed through by certain 
people but O’Neill has given a guarantee that 
every bid will be treated with the same 
respect and no one will be getting ‘special 
treatment’. 

The ASA are currently going through all 
12-bids at the moment and as stated previ- 
ously in ABSW, fireworks are set to take off 
in Sydney in which club will gain the one 
spot allocated towards the NSW region. 

Lobbying for a spot aside from the Nick 
Politis’ offer is Australia’s wealthiest soccer 
federation in Soccer NSW headed by 


Olympic 


President Tom Doumanis. 

Sydney FC has been the name given to the 
Soccer NSW bid that was released a few 
weeks ago with glitzy kits put on show 
already, 

Both bids will see their applications 
assessed formally this week with O'Neill 
warning that none of these bids will be 
looked at any better than the other. 

With more than 180,000 registered play- 
ers, 700 clubs and 32 associations, Soccer 
NSW’s bid is surely one not slouch over. 

Two unnamed wealthy patrons have also 
come to the aid of Doumanis’ bid and have 
stated that $3.5 million will be invested up 
front for the side, which will don Parramatta 
Stadium as its home ground, 

Current Soccer NSW technical director 
and former ‘NSL coach of the year’ Branko 
Culina is currently facing stiff opposition 
from former Parramatta Power coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos in gaining the top job at 
Sydney FC. 

Politis’ bid though does carry a charismat- 
ic feel about it. 

Work has already taken place under Politis 
in gaining a strong infrastructure for the new 
proposed squad next season. 

Tan Crook is said to have taken the manag- 
et’s spot and its rumored that at least seven 
high profile former National League stars 
have indicated that they will be part of the 
new set-up at the Sydney Football Stadium 
next season. 

A former Socceroo has also been named as 
a possible star for the side. 

Many people believe that two teams in 
NSW will suit the league to a tee however 
this could only come intro fruition if the 
Central Coast Mariners bid fails — but close 
sources have stated that the Coast bid is cer- 
tainly no pushover bid. 


Football 


on SBS TV 


ssociate Olympic 
Broadcaster, SBS 
Television, has 


announced that Australian 
audiences would, for the 
first time, be able to watch 
more events than eyer 
before in their entirety on 
free-to-air television dur- 
ing the 2004 Olympic 
Games in Athens. 

As part of the ground- 
breaking agreement SBS and 
the Seven Network signed in 
March this year, the stations 
will adopt the broadcast 
model employed for the 
Olympic Games in 2000, 
with SBS, rather than a sub- 
scription channel, screening 
complementary coverage of 
the Games. 

‘Mr Shaun Brown, Head of 
Television for SBS, says 
Australian viewers will ben- 
efit from the first such part- 
nership between two 
free-to-air television stations 
for such a major internation- 
al event. 

"Australian viewers will 
have the most enriched 
Olympic experience of any 
previously televised 
Olympiad, with all events 


screens." 


boxing, 


being shown on free-to-air 
television. SBS is committed 
to showcasing the diversity 
of the Olympics, comple- 
menting Seven’s coverage as 
well as delivering events that 
are not often seen on our 


ATHENS 2004 


QLD 


Long form events that are 
scheduled to screen on SBS 
include football, cycling, 
weight 
archery, badminton, beach 
volleyball, canoe/kayaking, 
handball, softball, table ten- 
nis, volleyball and water 


polo. 

SBS' 16 days coverage of 
the Athens 2004 Games will USA 
commence on Saturday, 
August 14 and mun through 
to Monday, August 30. 

As the Associate Olympic 
Broadcaster, SBS Television NA 


is screening up to 15-and-a- 
half hours a day of live 
sports, commencing at 
3.30pm (AEST). 

And Australian football 
fans will be treated to a feast 
of action with 18 LIVE 
matches. Including two 
Olyroos group matches, two 
Matildas group matches, two 
men's and women's quarter- 
finals, all of the semi-finals, 
both bronze medal play-off 
games and the gold medal 


games. 

* Sunday, August 15 @ 
1:45 am (AEST) 

Women's Football 
Prelims: AUSTRALIA ¥ 
GREECE 

* Sunday, August 15 @ 
3:30 am (AEST) 

Men's Football Prelims: 
AUSTRALIA v SERBIA & 
MONTENEGRO 

* Wednesday, August 18 
@ 1:00 am (AEST) 

‘Women's Football 
Prelims: AUSTRALIA ¥ 


lifting, 


* Wednesday, August 18 
@ 3:30 am (AEST) 

Men's Football Prelims: 
AUSTRALIA v ARGENTI- 


The Lions — 2003 Champions of Queensland 


Querusiauo 


LIONS 


cee five 


By Glenn Davis 


itchelton loosened its 

hold on the crucial 
fourth place in the Brisbane 
premier league after a costly 2- 
all draw with North Star at 
Teralaba Park on Saturday 
night, 

Mitchelton still hold a com- 
manding five points break 
cover nearest rivals Palm Reach 
but with only three games 
remaining they face a tougher 
tur home to the finals than 
their Gold Coast counterparts 
who downed Easts 3-1 at 
home. 

As expected Queensland 
Lions wrapped up its third 
straight premiership with a 7- 
nil whitewash over Taringa 
Rovers. 

Lions, who led 4-nil at the 
interval, ensured Taringa 
remained in the death throws 
of relegation following a hat- 
trick from Greg Di Losa. 

With the premiership gone, 
Palm Beach coach Karl Herdle 
immediately began playing 
mind games with his 
Mitchelton’s opposite Greg 
Brown by declaring his side 
‘was now ready for a late semi 
final charge. 

"We played all over Easts 
and I’m confident we can now 
make the final four,” Herdle 
said. 

"We've still got to catch up. 
five points in our last three 
games but I'm confident the 
players-can do it and we're 
ready for it.” 

Palm Beach's remaining 
three games are against three 
of the clubs in the second half 
of the table, Taringa, North 
Star and Toowoomba. 

[n contrast Mitchelton, who 
were promoted from first divi- 
sion this year face off against 
Toowoomba next week then 
has two tough games matches 
against the leading sides Pine 
Rivers and Queensland Lions. 

Brown was disappointed 
Mitchelton failed to put away 
its chances against North Star 


BILL TURNER CUP 


Round §: All Saints Lakemba 1-6 Granville Boys 1-5, St 
McCarthy Catholic 0. Endeavour 
2 Sydney Tech 0, Westfields Sports 


Dominics Pearith?: 


133 Pine Road, Richlands. QLD 
Phone: (07) 3271 3636 @ Fax: (07) 3271 3804 


Mitchelton lucky to survive 
North Star battle 


with would have gone close to "North Star poured it on in relegation zone. intensity as we did against Bennett believes Easis need 
wrapping up fourth spot. the last 20 minutes but we "I thought we were the bet- Lions,” Bennett said. four points from a possible 
North Star trailed I-nil missed afew chances to win it ter side in the second half and "I think having the week off nine’ to avoid the drop back to 


inside the first three minutes 
when keeper Ben Wicks 
missed a cross giving North 
Star’s Michael Butters an easy 


for ourselves," Brown said. 
"Nick Kuyper missed a one 

‘on one with the keeper and 

Mermer hit the post with a 


we had two great chances fo 

win the game,” Swan said, 
"We also had a one on one 

which their keeper did well to 


first division next season. 

*We played well in patches 
but we didn’t play for the full 
90 minutes as we did against 


with the Premier Cup last 
week didn’t help and we were 
abit flat. 

"The adrenalin wasn't there 


side foot home from close — header. , like it was against Lions." Lions," Bennett said, 

range. "We had our chances to fin- "Mathematically we're not Palm Beach opened the "We've got Rochedale, 
Mitchelton hit back in the ish them off but we didn’t, safe from relegation butrealis- scoring in the 20th minute Wolves and Souths aad we 

15th minute when Eitiene "We've got alot of injuries tically we are. when Neil Munro’s shottooka need four points to be safe." 

Mermer dispossessed a North but we're playing wel. "We played well except for deflection into the net. Herdle believes the key to 

Star player before sprinting Although the mind games ten minutes in the first half Palm Beach’s Daniel Fung his victory was shutting down 

into the clear for the equaliser. may have started, Brown said when there was a brawl then capitalised on a failed — Easts midfielder Matt McKay. 


Premier League 

Rochedale Rovers 3 (Urabe, Thomas, Carter) v Brisbane City 0 
Half-time 1-0 

Palm Beach 3 (Monro, Fung, Fitzsimmons) v Eastern Suburbs 1 
(Brockwell) 

Half-time 1-0 

Mitchelton 2 (Mermer, Mikula) v North Star 2 (Butters) 

Half-time 2-1 

Pine Rivers 5 (Smits, Hale, Rose 2, Peltohaka) v Toowoomba Raiders 0 
Half-time 2-0 

Queensland Lions 7 (Di Losa 3, Packer, Hughes. Richter, Brownlie) v 
Taringa Rovers 0 

Half-time 4-0 

Brisbane Wolves 2 (Van Moolenbroek 2) v Souths United 3 (Cruse, Own 
Goals 2) 

Half-time 1-2 


‘Mid Week - Catch Up game from Round 2 
Toowoomba 1 (Ramia) v Brisbane Wolves 1 (Van Moolenbroek)) 
Half Time 0-0 


Next weekend's matches: Saturday 14/8 Eastern Suburbs v Rochedale 
Rovers, North Star v Queensland Lions, Souths United y Pine Rivers, 
Toowoomba Raiders v Mitchelton, Sunday 15/8 Taringa Rovers v Palm 
Beach, Brisbane City v Brisbane Wolves 


Premier Reserves 
Rochedale Rovers 1 Brisbane City 1, Brisbane Wolves 2 Souths United 1, 
Palm Beach | Eastern Suburbs 1, Mitchelton 4 North Star 2, Pine Rivers 0 


‘Toowoomba 2, Queensland Lions 7 Taringa Rovers 0 


Premier Youth 

Rochedale Rovers 0 Brisbane City 2, Brisbane Wolves 0 Souths United 0, 
Palm Beach 10 Eastern Suburbs 0, Mitchelton v North Star (match post- 
poned), Pine Rivers 3 Toowoomba 0, Queensland Lions 5 Taringa Rovers 0 


Division 1 

Ipswich Knights 0 Uni of Queensland 1, Capalaba 1 The Gap 1, Redlands 
1 Beenleigh 2, Southside Eagles 0 Peninsula Power 1, Mt Gravatt 1 Rocklea 
1, Albany Creek 0 Brisbane Olympic 0 


Division 1 Points 

Brisbane Olympic 43, Uni of Qld 42, Peninsula Power 39, Mt Gravatt 
29, Ipswich Knights 27, Southside Eagles 27, Redlands United 26, 
Beenleigh 24, Rocklea United 16, Albany Creek 15, The Gap 14, Capalaba 
14 


Division 1 Reserves 

Ipswich Knights 0 Uni of Queensland 4, Capalaba 0 The Gap 6, Redlands 
d Beenleigh on forfeit, Southside Eagles 1 Peninsula Power 3, Mt Gravatt 6 
Rocklea 1, Albany Creek 1 Brisbane Olympic 0 


Division 1 Youth 

Ipswich Knights 1 Uni of Queensland 3, Capalaba'3 The Gap 2, Redlands 
5 Beenleigh 2, Southside Eagles 0 Peninsula Power 3, Mt Gravatt 14 
Rocklea 0, Albany Creek 3 Brisbane Olympic 2 


hhe was not concemed about 
the upcoming games. 

"I'm not worried about 
either Pine Rivers or 
Toowoomba and 1 think we 


Mermer played a hand in 
Mitchelton taking a 2-1 lead in 
the 35th minute when he cut 
back for midfielder Paul 
Mikula to drive home for a 


we did.” 


°My objective at the start of 
the week was to get point and 


Palm Beach’s win kept utes later 
Easts in the relegation battle 


"Our midfield was. excel- 
lent, We knew Matt McKay 
was their dangerous man so 
we closed him down quickly 
whenever he moyed. 


attempt by Easts to clear in the 
60th minute for a 2-nil lead. 
The Tigers hit back ten min- 
when veteran 
Michael Brockwell put his 


half time lead. can win both and I'm alsocon- with only three remaining side back in the game with a “Our outside people wor- 

Both sides battled hard in fident of doing well against — games. strong header. ried them a lot: Overall I'm 
the second half and the home — Lions." Easts coach Col Bennett However, another mix up in delighted -and we're getting 
side looked set to hold on for ‘North Star coach Ken Swan was. disappointed his side the Easts defence with 15 min- back to Gur normal selves 


the three points until Butters 
headed home in a goal mouth 
scramble three minutes into 
injury time. 


considered his side outplayed 
Mitchelton in the second half 
but was happy with the point, 
which keeps them outside the 


erie Raw 


Reis een 4, St Johns Dubbo 2- 
-2 Radford j 


; : 
Round 3: eseragopgrnret aborting ene 


failed to match the enthusiasm 

it showed in its shock win over 

Lions the previous round. 
"We didn’t have the same 


€3 Harristown 2. w 


utes remaining enabled the now." 

speedy Steve Fitzsimmons to Rochedale Rovers got its 
grab the winner with a power- revenge over Brisbane City 
ful shot from inside the box. after being knocked out of the 


qdseusianD 


LIONS 


SOCCER ¢ 


Premier Cup semi final last 
week with a comprehensive 3- 
1 win at Underwood Park. 

Rochedale went down 2-1 
in a controversial golden goal 
in last week’s Premier Cup 
semi but this time the roles 
were reversed ass conceded by 
Brisbane City coach Frank 
Pimblett. 

Rochedale remain third fol- 
lowing the victory, still three 
points adrift of second placed 
Pine Rivers who thrashed 
Toowoomba 5-nil at Wendy 
Allison Park, 

Teo Urabe gave Rochedale 
a L-nil lead at the interval after 
he collected a rebound to slot 
home in the 20th minute 
before Greg Thomas finished 
off a cutback from Grant 
Marshall on the hour for a two 
goal buffer. 

An 18 metre strike from 
Steve Carter late in the second 
half put the icing on the cake 
for Keiran Cooper’s young 
men. 

"The only way we can put 
the Cup loss out of our minds 
is to make the: grand final,” 
Cooper said. 

"We're certain for the finals 
but we're aiming to finish sec- 
ond and we're hoping Pine 
Rivers will drop a game in the 
Temaining matches." 

Pimblett conceded his side 
may have been lucky against 
Rochedale in the Cup-tie and 
offered no excuses for the 
Teague defeat. 

"We had a bit of luck in the 
Cup match," he said. 

“It was much the same this 
time with them dominating 
possession but we hit the post 
twice and created more 
chances than we did in the Cup 
but couldn’t score. 

"Rochedale were the better 
side and deserved to win. 

"But we're still in the Cup 
final and at least we've got 
something to play for as we 
can’t make the semi finals,” he 
said. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Queensland Lions 
Pine Rivers 
Rochedale Rovers 
Mitchelton, 

Palm Beach 
Brisbane City 
Brisbane Wolves 
North Star 
‘Toowoomba Raiders 
Eastern Suburbs 
‘Taringa Rovers 
Souths United 
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regional, state and national —_ behind the rest of the world, This meant it was harder study of elite male soccer 
selection al various age This is at best only partly for them to exercise the close _ players only) will have an 
groups. true, Some other countries control and resilience neces- advantage over players born 
The institute programs have begun to take youth sary to bring the ball instant- _ later in the competition year. 
were and remain pioneering tournaments more seriously, _ ly under control. He can be playing with 
bodies, using the latestsports some have borrowed ideas Also German coaches others who are nearly a year 
science and techniques to from Australiaandhaveused noted that Australians could younger and this seems to 
develop not just high quality them as the basis for not impart maximum effec. make a difference when you 
soccer players, but self-man- advances, which we now five effort to crosses and examine the selection for 
aging human beings who have to absorb ourselves. passes, again stemming from representative teams. It 
have tured out, for the most But we need to ask the lack of flexibility. We would be interesting to see 
part, to be a credit to this sys- whether the talent pool is tried hard to get the young- whether this relative age 
tem of education. uniform over time and  sterstotrainto music, took _effect shows up in the sample 
Many of the graduates of whether our selection proce- them to aerobics sessions of New South Wales players 
the institutes report that after dures are as effective as they and gencrally tried to stretch _ studied. 
experience in leading clubs might be. We also need to be them at training so that they Finally though it is easy to 
overseas that the initial assis- sure that the problems we could become more flexible. be seduced by nostalgia for 
o tance they had from the detect can be remedied by Our assessment was that bygone eras, the demise of 
Bosnian er catch ane of Gaia de SRLerTiese ee Institutes was in advance of actions within the soccer the lack of physical educa- unorganised sport, play- 
anything they encountered in coaching system or whether tion in school, even in the ground football and scratch 
By Roy Hay dred players between the down this route, it is worth- their subsequent careers. they require changes in the 1980s, was at the rootof the matches in local parks, 
ages of 11 and 14, members while taking stock of what The Institutes provide 2 wider educational and social problem. So I am not sure means that youngsters sim- 
Ti results of a study of the elite training programs _we already have in place, the high proportion of the play- what soccer can do if there is ply do not spend the ime 


systems, 
of young soccer mounted by Soccer New diagnosis of the current ills ers selected for national For example, when we not a parallel change in the engaged in play-like activi- 
players in New South Wales were tested ina and the efficacy of the pro- under-age teams which take took the Victorian Country syllabus in schools and per- _ ties which hone skills as pre- 
South Wales launchedwith range of activities which are _ posed solutions. part in World Under-17 and  Under-13 squad overseas in haps a change in parental vious generations did. 
a hnge fanfare by Soccer claimed to replicate situa- Australia already has Under-20 tournaments and 1985 to train at the Hennef _ attitudes to exercise for their It is not absolutely clear 
New South Wales last week tions in real games. advanced, high quality soc- the Olympic Games. Sports Centre in Bonn in children. that formal teaching of skills 
claims to show that these The response on Sunday’s cer training programs at the The fact that Australia’s Germany among other Another issue which was in organised sessions can 
players fall short of world World Soccer program on Australian Institute of Sport performance in these touma- places, (Where the assistant demonstrated in research a © compensate for the lack of 
standards in a range ofsoc- SBS was a call fora ‘com- in Canberra and in the State ments in recent years has coach was Bodo Illgner, later decade ago was the relative _ this grounding in ball control 
cer skills, plete revolution’ in coaching _ institutes around the country. fallen short of the high fin- keeper for Germany) the age effect which was detect- and individual development 
While the youngsters in Australia and the setting It also has a series of soccer ishing positions of the early coaches remarked that the ed in Australian soccer. Ifa which produced previous 
show up well in speed and up of a dozen new centres of academies and each state has 1990shas been interpreted as major deficiency in the playerisbornjustafteracut- generations of players and 
athleticism they are deficient excellence around the coun- a talent identification pro- evidence that these programs Australians was their lack of off date for a particular age _ still does in the dustbowls of 
in technical skills. Six hun- try. Before we go charging gram, which leads on to are failing or at least falling flexibility. group, then he (this was a Africa for example. 


Tigana linked with 
Australian role? 


ustralian football chief John 

O'Neill bas hinted that » high- 

profile "consultant" may be 
brought in to assist Frank Farina's 
World Cup qualifying campaign. 

The Daily Telegraph says that French 
duo Jean Tigana and Manuel Amoroso are 
just two of the names that have been 
bandied about as potential co-coaches. 

"It's important we perform well in 
Greece. We want to come home with a 
medal in the men's and the women's 
events," said O'Neill. 

"If the experience there is inadequate and 
we need to bring in external consultants ... 
then we'll do so. No stone will be left 
unturned to get us to Germany. 

"I'm not aware of any discussion looking 


August 2005 kickoff.” have been most impressed by 
New Zealand Soccer CEO — what we have seen.” 
Bill MacGowan and Kingz O'Neill also made it clear 
spokesman Guy Hedderwick that there was no Australian 
were pleased with the meet- resentment towards the 
ing, and indicated that a Kingz inclusion in the new 
clearer picture was develop- competition. “I have certain- 
ing with regards the new ly had no negativity commu- 
league. “Tt has been most  nicated to me about a New 
beneficial to get around a Zealand team playing in the 
table face to face,” said competition. 
Hedderwick. If there was, | think I 
“The Kingz and New would know. This is all about 
Zealand Soccer will continue consolidation of a product. 
to work assuming we are in Once the ASA committed to 
the league and look forward the review and agreed on an 
to September’s announce- August to February competi- 
ment from the ASA. As has tia, the current hiatus was 
been indicated by Mr unavoidable. I don’t believe 
O'Neill, the Football Kingz, however that it will ultimate~ 
as the only applicant from ly prove damaging to the 


for a new messiah (to guide Frank Farina] New Zealand Soccer CEO Bill MacGowan is ‘he New Zealand market, game. Our aim here is to 
but I'm aware of the rumours. confident that his Kingz bid will be one of the best Will be in the new competi- consolidate and lift the stan- 
"Frank Farina has never had as much the ASA will see. be ole ae ciel coma a 
[logistical] support as this and he has our i criteria. It is up to us to con- areas, something I am confi- 

alate Sontrieace al backing pad ppesasey Kingz and I believe good PIOEESS sinye working towards doing dent we will achieve.” 
lew Zealand just that.” O'Neill also pointed out 


i i Australian a sone chon elite me ca Although the Football that a ‘teaser competition’ 
Big company backing for Aivinimoicasseie good bid dociment and bei. Kingz have not made adeci- was sill a possibility before 
= day, inclnding CEO John terunderstanding the process #0” regarding, thei home the new league kicks off next 

Central Coast Marimers Sie to viscuss the from the point of view of 0004, O'Neill offered a August. Such a competion 


- ea a glowing endorsement of could be played as a soft 
he Central Coast management team along with sotium had recived tetatve Kingz application to play erty pats. We ee North Harbour Stadium, the opening to the league, but 
application for the ex-Northern Spirit coach backing from major interma- #@ the mew Australian are effectively on venue for this meeting. also to find an Australian 


new Australian Lawrie McKinna and former tional companies Bayer and ‘ational competition, having visited Newcastleand CN id in the meet- 


mente fepresentative in the 2005 
National Premicr League Australian international cap- Siemens, ahead of their appli _ At the press conference — pa oe W® ing this moming, there are OFC World Club 
competition is gathering tain Alex Tobin. cation being approved by the ‘that followed, O'Neill Nes, oF ie @PP* two Keys to a successful Championships qualifying 


‘Australian Soccer Association,  desctibed the bid document ants for the new competi- franchise; good facilities and tournament. 


pace. : ¢ eee i 
Th i Sie isin the process of  @8impressive. “This meeting tion. Once complete, the F 
the Express eosin rirgtaing ts shin sponse bt Hren most neil for ASA wil fuer review the $550 ate ctu fl, abbreviated Ee = 
Ship with Real Madrid, which “9 ASA in understanding applications before finaliz- = se 
and be known as the Central ship wit , whic! fills the first part of that likely to be played in May 


i il ingz bid i il. ing the 8 teams for the new sky : 
Coast Mariners. A spokesman for the  willseethenew agreementthe the Kingz bid in some detail. ing the 8 equation, itisup tothe Kingz 2005, ahead of the OFC 
Rangers favourite lan Mariners told 2KY Football most lucrative in football his- Both parties sought clarifica- competition on ‘September i deliver on the other We qualifying na 
Ferguson is part of the football Fever last night that the com- tory. tion on a number of issues 29th, with a view to an (eis rea 
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ew France coach 

Raymond 

Domenech called on 
Zinedine Zidane to be the 
relay for the next genera- 
tion during talks about the 
former world champion's 
international future, 

Domenech discussed his 
Plans for the French team 
and the new captain of Les 
Bleus, during a lunch with 
Zidane in Madrid. 

He proposed to Zidane 
that the France playmaker 
become the “relay for the 
young generation, at least for 
the first few matches". 

However the French 
coach insisted he did not 
want "to put Zidane under 
any pressure, leaving him to 
make his own decision". He 
added that the Real Madrid 
star appeared "ready to lis- 
ten" 

Zidane continued _ his 
silence, after the meeting, on 
his international future. 

The discussions with 
Zidane followed those 
between Domenech and 
France yeteran defender 
Bixente Lizarazu, who has 
since announced his retire- 
ment from the national team. 

‘The 34-year-old from the 


French star Zinedine Zidane has contemplated on 
quitting the International side. 


Basque region joins fellow 
defenders Marcel Desailly 
and Lilian Thuram in retiring 
from the French national 
team in the wake of their dis- 
astrous Euro 2004 campaign. 

"I share with Lilian the 
idea that we must give our 
places to other players for 
2006 (World Cup). It's now 
up to them to take their 
responsibilities,” said 
Lizarazu, who will play for 
Marseille this season. 

"You must have time and 
a lot of matches to reach the 
highest level and they will 
need this to reach maturity in 


two years time," he told 
L'Equipe sports daily. 

‘The 1998 World Cup and 
Euro 2000 winner made his 
French debut in 1992 and 
went on to win 97 caps, scor- 
ing two goals. 

"Over the past seven years 
at Bayern, I have given 100 
percent of my energy to the 
French team and my club. 
Now I need more time for 
my personal life and my son. 

"I feel relieved with this 
announcement. I've been 
thinking it over for a long 
time," he said. "These deci- 
sions are not taken easily." 


SCHOLES SHOCKS 
FA WITH RETIREMENT 


‘anchester United 
midfielder Paul 
holes added to 


England coach Sven- 


Goran Eriksson's prob- 
lems by announcing his 
retirement from interna- 
tional football. 

The 29-year-old spent 


Paul Scholes; 
International retirement 
will please Manchester 
United coach Alex 
Ferguson, 


seven years playing for 
England; during which he 
earned 66 caps and scored 14 
goals, His last cap was in the 
Euro 2004 quarter-final loss 
to Portugal. 

"This is a decision I have 
not taken lightly, I have been 
considering retiring from 
intemational football for a 
while now," Scholes said ina 
statement on the Manchester 
United website. 

Scholes made his England 
debut in 1997, against South 
Africa at Old Trafford, and 
has played in two World 
Cups and two European 
Championships. 

"I started my England 
career in 1997 and have 
enjoyed seven years of great 
football, playing in the best 
competitions, with some of 
the best players, under the 
best managers. 

"Euro 2004 was fantastic 
but afterwards I felt the time 
was right for myself and my 
family to make it my last 
England appearance.” 

Scholes ended a three- 
year goal drought for 


England when he scored his 
14th international goal in the 
victory over Croatia in June 
but never hit top form at any 
stage in the Euro 2004 com- 
petition, 

Scholes, who shuns the 
limelight, prefers spending 
his spare time with his young 
family, whom he mentioned 
in his retirement statement, 

Eriksson paid tribute to 
Scholes who won 36 of his 
caps under the Swede. 

"Tam very sorry that Paul 
has decided to retire from 
international football,” said 
Eriksson whose own future 
with the national team is 
under a cloud following the 
sex scandal which has 
rocked the English Football 
Association, 

"Paul and I have been 
speaking about this since 
Euro 2004 and, while he 
remained a key part of my 
plans for the England team, I 
fully respect his decision." 

"Paul is a great player 
who has given so much to 
England over the last seven 
years." 


uropean footballer 
of the year and 
‘Czech team captain 


Payel Nedyed may hang up 
his boots for the national 
side, his agent Zdenek 
Nehoda said. 

"Pavel has been thinking 
about ending his career with 
the national team since the 
Euro 2004 championship 
because of the injuries he 
suffered,” Nehoda said. 

"But he plans to continue 
playing for Juventus for the 
test of the two years that his 
contract runs," he added. 

Nedved denied reports in 
the Italian press that he had 
already told national coach 
Karel Bruckner that his mind 
was made up not to continue. 

"This is not the truth, only 
that I'm thinking a lot about 
my future career with the 
national side. But I have not 
decided yet. It is complicat- 
ed," Nedved, who turns 32 at 
the end of the month, told 
Czech news agency CTK. 


Czech fu 


"However, ct this 
moment, —_ circumstances 
make it likely that I may well 
quit,” he added. 

Golden Ball winner 
Nedved, capped 84 times, 
has scored 17 goals in his 
decade with the national 
side. 

The Czech captain suf- 
fered a knee injury during 
the European championship 
when his team were elimi- 
nated in the semi-finals by 
Greece. 

The player —_ joined 
Juventus from Serie A rivals 
Lazio in 2001 ina deal worth 
around 40 million euros. 
Before that he played for 
Czech teams Dukla Prague 
and Sparta. 

Nehoda said that Nedved 
would definitely not play in 
the Czechs’ friendly match 
with Greece in Prague on 
August 18. 

Nedved has said that he 
would like to take part in the 
2006 World Cup in 


ture 


Pavel Nedved may hang up the boots for the Czech 
Republic but plans to play on with Juventus. 


Germany, since he has never 
before played in the World 
Cup. 

He added that he would 
make a final decision in a 


month with the Czech 
Republic due to play their 
first World Cup qualifier 
against Holland on 
September 8. 


feed ‘Trondheim (Norway) vs Maccabi Huifa 
i) 
Be erat Caen ec hak Orato 


(Netherlands) 


4s Inter Milan aly) 


Deportivo Coruna (Spain) ys Shelboume (Iretand) 
PAOK Salonikat (Greece) vs Maccabi Tel Aviv (Israel) 
‘Nova Goriea (Slovenia) vs Monaco (France) 

Wisla Krakow {Poland} v5 Real Madrid (Spain) 

First leg ties to be played August 10-11 

‘Second lég ties to be played on August 24-25, 
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Totti injures 
knee 


oma captain 
Francesco Totti is 
back in Italy after 


suffering a knee injury on 
the Serie A club's tour of 
the United States. 

The 27-year-old Italian 
intemational damaged liga- 
ments while running during 
a training session ahead of 
their 1-2 loss against English 
Premiership side Liverpool. 

According to media 
reports Totti, banned for 
three matches at Euro 2004 


for spitting in the face of 
Danish defender Christian 
Poulsen, may be out of 
action for a month. 

The Rome skipper joins 
team-mates Damiano 
Tommasi and Christian 
Chivu on the treatment table 
with the new Italian league 
season a little over five 
weeks away. 

Totti is a key figure for 
the 2001 Serie A champions 
and scored 20 goals in 31 
league matches last season. 


Roma captain Francesco Totti may sit out the start 
of the Serle A season after hurting his knee. 


n 


one of their biggest ever results when. 

they beat Croatia's Hajduk Split 2-0 
for a 4-3 aggregate score in their 
Champions League second qualifying 
round tie. 

The Dubliners’ reward is a final qualifying 
round clash against Spanish giants Deportivo 
La Conina, who were semi-finalists last sea- 
son, 

Goals inside the last 12 minutes from Dave 
Rogers and Alan Moore gave the Irish side 
their famous win, their first triumph at their 
Tolka Park home in European competition 
since 1993. 

Rogers struck in the 78th minutes after 
Hajduk had failed to clear Moore's dangerous 
cross. 

In stoppage time, Shelbourne substitute 
Joseph Ndo stormed into the area and passed 
to Moore who scored his third goal in four 
Champions League games for the Irish side, 

Shelbourne have now become only the third 
Trish side in history to win two European ties 
in the same season. 

Former winners Manchester United face a 
tough assignment against Dinamo Bucharest 
in their Champions League qualifier after the 
Romanians came through their second quali- 
fying round. 

Dinamo beat MSK Zilina of Slovakia 1-0 
for a 2-0 aggregate success and will host the 
first leg of the final qualifier on home soil on 
Wednesday, with the return at Old Trafford on 
August 25. 

Glasgow Rangers face a nightmare tie 
against old campaigners CSKA Moscow who 
put out Neftchi of Azerbaijan thanks to two 
goals in four second-half minutes in the 
Russian capital, 

The Azerbaijan side had earned a goalless 
draw in the first leg and were holding their 
own on before a 68th-minute strike by Rolan 
Gusev broke the deadlock. 

Neftchi's hopes of a comeback were 
quashed four minutes later when Brazilian for- 


| ittle Irish side Shelbourne clinched 


ward Vagner Love added a second goal. 

“It was an interesting game," said CSKA 
coach Valery Gazzaev. 

“Neftchi are a decent side and it was cer- 
tainly not a walkover. Overall we had the 
edge, we had the chances, and we took some 
‘of them. Now we have to look forward to 
Rangers." 

‘The CSKA coach has had plenty of experi- 
ence of Rangers in the past. 

‘He was at the helm of Alania Vladikavkaz 
in 1996 when they lost 10-3 to the Scottish 
side in the qualifying round, 

Elsewhere, Djurgardens of Sweden beat 
Kaunas of Lithuania 2-0 to eam a third quali- 
fying round clash against Juventus while Real 
Madrid will face Wisla Krakow after the 
Polish side saw off WIT Georgia 11-2 on 
aggregate. 


es 


HJK Helsinki's De Gregorlo Rafaele 
(right) kicks the ball as Maccabi Tel 
Aviv's Srool Avi puts ina challenge. 
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Simone Perrotta: The 
former Chievo Verona 
midfielder is headed to 

Roma for four years. 


12 


oma have completed 
R= signing of Italy 
nternational 
Simone Perrotta from 
Chievo for a fee of 7.2 mil- 
lion euros, 

‘The 26-year-old inidfield- 
er, Who was born Ashton in 
the north of England, has 
signed a four-year contract 
said to be worth 2.8 million 


Perrotta moved to Italy at 
the age of five and was spot- 
ted by talent scouts eight 
years later, who offered a 
place at Reggina's youth 
academy. 

He eventually broke into 
the first team squad and some 
eye-catching performances in 
Serie B earned him a move to 
Juventus for the’ start of the 


euros a year. 1998/99 season where he 
Perrotta, who has enjoyed joined up with French inter- 
spells with Reggina, Juventus nationals Zinedine Zidane 


and Bari, has played 156 
‘games in his seven seasons in 
Serie A and scored seven 
goals. 


and Didier Deschamps. 

With two World Cup win- 
ners ahead of him in the mid- 
field pecking order, Perrotta 


Chelsea's midflelder Claude Makelele belleves Arsenal will lose 


EE helsea's midfielder Clande 
Makelele believes Arsenal will 


almost half its playing personnel if Patrick Vielra leaves the 


lose "40 percent of the team" if 
French international team-mate 
Patrick Vieira is sold to Real Madrid. 

“Patrick is a big, big player for 
Arsenal and it is easy to see why Madrid 
want him,” said Makelele, himself a for- 
mer Real player. 

"He is strong and effective to protect 
the midfield, but he also gives the ball to 
the strikers. 

"More than this, Vieira is a symbol for 
Arsenal. He is very, very strong. If Vieira 
does not play for them, Arsenal changes, 

"Vieira is 40 percent of their team and 
that is what they will lose if he goes,” the 
Chelsea star said. 


London club. 
; + 
> . 
yt ey* 
a 
on 5. 
iverpool are being With that in mind, Everton The box-to-box midfielder cu WA 
linked with a shock could be looking to sell the 28- is a key man in David Moyes’ ; 
move for Everton's year-old and their city rivals team and losing him from an i 
unsettled Denmark interna- _are reported to be interested. already-stretched squad 
tional midfielder Thomas Nick Barmby and Abel would bea major blow on the 


Gravesen, 

Gravesen's current 
Goodison deal expires next 
summer and the boardroom 
uncertainty at the club has 
made him unwilling to agree 
a new contract. 


‘was limited to just five first 
team performances in two 
seasons and was loaned out to 
Bari. 

He spent two seasons there 
before joining the then 
newly-promoted Chievo in 
2001. 

Under the careful guidance 
of Luigi Del Neri, who left 
this summer to take over as 
coach of Champions League 
winners Porto, Perrotta start- 
ed to fulfill his enormous 
potential and is now a regular 
inthe Italy team. 
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Xavier have both made the 
switch across Stanley Park in 
recent seasons, with limited 
success. But the loss of 
Gravesen to the Reds would 
be particularly galling to 
Evertonians, 


eve of the new Premiership 
season. 

An Everton spokesperson 
insisted: "We've heard the 
rumours about Gravesen but 
the manager is keen to keep 
him." 


J 


Everton's Denmark 
international midfielder 
Thomas Gravesen 
could soon be wearing 
the red of Liverpool. 


Celtic manager Martin O'Neill fears a 

lack of off-season signings may lead 

to disappointing season. 

eltic manager Martin O'Neill insists 

that new signings are essential if the 

club is to do well at home and 
abroad this season. 

Henri Camara remains the only signing so 
far however, with Henrik Larsson, Johan 
Mjallby, Liam Miller and Jamie Smith having 
left the club. 

Celtic have qualified directly for the group 
stage of the Champions League so O'Neill has 
alittle leeway. 


COACH 
GLOOMY 
OVER CELTIC 
SEASON 


But he is keen to bring in new players 
before the August 31 transfer window clamps 
shut. 

ONeill said: "Obviously T hope to add to 
the squad between now and the end of August. 

"I think we have to, personally, if we are to 
have any chance of retaining the league or try- 
ing to get any distance in European football, 
whether itis the Champions League last 16 ot 
the UEFA Cup. 

"We are down in numbers never mind any- 
thing else and, to be perfectly honest, down in 
quality with Henrik Larsson leaving. 

"We will have to do something about it. I 
will spend the next couple of weeks doing that. 

"It will take a bit of time but I am hopeful 
‘we can get one or two in." 


Eriksson has ‘no case to answer’ 


yen-Goran Eriksson It has nevertheless still 
was ‘very relieved and become clear that there is a 
pleased’ at being groundswell of opposition 


given the go-ahead to con- 
tinue as England coach 
after being cleared of any 


among some board members. 
to the Swede's relative lack 
of success on a salary of 


wrongdoing by the Football more than £4million a year, 

Association board. At least results will never- 
However, he should be in theless now determine his 

littledoubt that any problems fate, rather than his private 


in qualifying for the 2006 
World Cup - most notably in 
next month's games away to 
Austria and Poland - could 
still lead to his ultimate 
downfall. 

Eriksson was cleared of 
lying to his employers when 
initially asked about allega- 
tions of a relationship with 
Alam, who paid the price of 
her own firm rebuttal to the 
‘same question by resigning. 


life, with a friendly against 
Ukraine less than two weeks 
away and those two vital 
World Cup qualifiers next 
month, although patience 
could now be rather thinner 
in the corridors of power. 
An FA statement read: 'In 
the case of Sven-Goran 
Eriksson, the board decided 
[unanimously] on the basis 
of the report and on legal 
advice that there is no case 


As a result of a detailed for him to answer" 
report presented to the Eriksson's agent, Athole 
lengthy board meeting in Still, told the Press 
London, the FA powerbro- Association: ‘I called Sven 
kers admitted there had been immediately after hearing the 
‘deficiencies surrounding news and he was going out 


management procedures’ but 
concluded that the Swede 
had ‘no case to answer’. 


for dinner with Tord Grip 
[his England assistant 
coach]. 


THE WEEK AHEAD 


WEDNESDAY AUGUST 11 


PAOK vs Maccabi Tel Aviv 
‘Nova Gorica vs Monaco 
‘Wisla Krakow vs Real Madrid 
UEFA Cup Q’fying - Second Round 
‘Superfund vs Zenit St Petersburg 


THURSDAY AUGUST 12 
Olympic Games — Group Stage 
Greece vs South Korea 
Mali ¥s Mexico 
Argentina vs Serbia & Montenegro 
‘Tunisia vs Australia 


FRIDAY AUGUST 13 
Olympic Games ~ Group Stage 
Ghani vs Italy 
Paraguay vs Japan 
‘Costs'Rica vs Morocco 


Traq ve Portugal 
UEFA Cup Q"fying - Second Round 
AEK Athens vs Maccabi 
Amica vs Kispest Honved 
Beveren vs Vaduz 
Dinamo Zagreb vs Primorje 
Genclerbirligi vs Rijeka 
Omonia Nicosia vs CSKA Sotia 
Partizan Belgrade vs Otelul Galati 


SATURDAY AUGUST 14 
English Premiership 


'He just said ‘good’, with a 
nice chuckle. He is obviously 
very pleased and relieved. 
He is looking forward to car- 
rying on with his job’ 

With Eriksson cleared, it 
was left to chief executive 
Mark Palios, who has 
already quit, and director of 
communications Colin 
Gibson, whose resignation 
was accepted, to shoulder the 
blame for the scandal, along 
with Alam. 

Chairman Geoff 
Thompson and executive 
director David Davies 
escaped punishment, 
although both are likely to 
have been left in no doubt by 
their colleagues that there 
had still been failings on 
their part. 

Indeed, as the FA search 
for a new chief executive, 
two senior figures - Premier 
League chairman Dave 
Richards and Roger Burden, 
from the amateur side of the 
game with experience of run- 
ning the Cheltenham & 
Gloucester Building Society 
= were asked to ‘support’ 
Thompson. 

‘The statement on the FA's 
website added: This entire 
episode has been regrettable 
for the reputation of football 
in this country but the board 
Temain determined to restore 


helsea striker 
Adrian Mutu is set 
to join Juventus on 


a year-long loan, according 
to his agent. 

The Italian club have been 
pursuing the Romanian 
international for several 
weeks and could complete 
the transfer imminently. 

‘It's now 99% likely that 
Mutu will sign a contract 
with Juventus Torino , 
‘Mutu's agent, Toan Becali, 
told Romanian channel TV 
Sport. 

Mutu is to fly to Turin for 
a medical, and it is expected 
that he will sign a 12-month 
contract. 

His departure from 
Stamford Bridge, albeit on a 
temporary basis, comes just 
a year after he signed from 
Parma. 

The 25-year-old cost 
Chelsea £15.8million, but 
after a bright start to his 
career in the Premiership 
there came a lull in his per- 
formances- and he finished 
last season with just six 
league goals. 


The arrival of Didier 


Sven Goran Eriksson's job has been declared safe. 


the highest standards. 

‘Deficiencies surrounding 
management —_ procedures 
have been exposed and the 
board is collectively resolved 
to see these corrected. 

‘An immediate review will 
be instituted with appropriate 
consultation, 

‘In the short-term, to sup- 
port the many talented indi- 
viduals at Soho Square, the 
board has decided to appoint 
the chairmen of its two main 


Drogba apparently pushed 
Mutu to the back of the 
queue for places in Jose 
Mourinho's attack, 

The Romanian was a 
major success in Italian foot- 
ball, and scored 17 goals in 


boards - representing the pro- 
fessional game, Dave 
Richards, and the national 
game, Roger Burden, to sup- 
port the FA chairman, Geoff 
Thompson, in his role of 
leading the organisation dur- 
ing this period. 

The board will now com- 
mence the search for a new 
chief executive officer." 

And so, following a five- 
hour meeting, the FA board 
were hoping to put behind 


30 matches during the 


2002/03 season before sign- 
ing for Chelsea, forging a 
lethal partnership with 
Adriano, who has since 
joined Inter Milan, another 
of Mutu's former clubs. 


Juventus calling for Adrian Mutu 


them a controversy which 


cluded not to take discipli- 


should never have been nary action against Eriksson. 
allowed to erupt in the first Alam still resigned, a 
place. move announced by her pub- 

The detailed inquiry was licist, Max Clifford, and 
launched by the FA after unless the FA have given her 
embarrassment at having to a big pay-off, they may not 
correct an initial statement be out of the woods just yet if 


on the controversy, which 
denied the affair between 
Eriksson and Alam. 

Alam was alleged to have 
insisted to her bosses at Soho 
Square that there was no 
relationship between her and 
the Swede, while Eriksson 
also reportedly told Davies 
that it was all nonsense’, 


she sells her story for up to 
£500,000. 

The FA statement added: 
‘In the case of Faria Alam, an 
employee without executive 
status within the FA, the 
board decided it is not appro- 
priate to make any public 
Statement with regard to her 
role in this inquiry. 


‘The England coach never- As for PR chief Gibson, 
theless insisted that he never — meanwhile, the board accept- 
categorically answered any ed his resignation and 
question about an affair, with ‘thanked him for his services 
any such comments presum- during his time as director of 
ably having been meant to communications’. 
dismiss the idea of further Gibson was alleged to 
intrusion into his private life. have offered to reveal details 

After hearing a lengthy of Eriksson's affair with 
submission from solicitor Alam in order to keep Palios' 
Peter Norbury, of their spe- own relationship with the 
cialist lawyers Eversheds, same woman out of the orig- 
the FA board therefore con- __ inal story. 


Dutch Eredivisie 
Roda IC vs Vitesse 


Portsmouth vs Brimingham 


German Bundesliga 
‘Bayer Munich vs Herths Berlin 
‘M’gladbach vs B.Dortmund 
Hansa Rostock vs Werder Bremen 
Mainz vs Hamburg 
‘Numborg vs Stuttgart 
Schalke vs Kaiserslautem 


French Ligue 1 
‘Ajaccio vs Metz 
Auxerre vs Reanes 
Bondeaux vs Nice 
Lens vs St Eaenne 
Lyon vs Sochaux 
Monaco vs Istres 
vs BASE 

PSG vs Caen 

‘Strasbourg vs Toulouse 


Dutch Eredivisie 
AZ Alkmaar vs Heerenveen 
NAC Breda vs Utrecht 
NEC vs Willem IT 
RBCs PSV Eindhoven 


MONDAY AUGUST 15 


English Premiership 
Chelsea ¥s Manchester United 
Everton vs Arsenal 
All dates Australian Eastern Time 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — AUGUST 10, 2004 


13 


Porto 


IC Porto has dismissed specula- 

tion linking it with a move for 

AS Roma's Greek international 
‘Traianos Dellas, 

"It is totally false to say that Dellas 
will come to FC Porto," Porto president 
Jorge Nuno Pinto da Costa told 
Portuguese sports daily O Jogo. 

‘The rock solid central defender was 
one of Greece's brightest stars at Euro 
2004, as Otto Rehhagel's team went on to 


dismisses (“ 
Dellas talk 


create history by winning the European 
Championship. 

With Ricardo Carvalho joining 
Chelsea during the week, Porto has lost 
on its most influential defenders but new 
coach Luigi Del Neri is not looking at 
any more reinforcements. 

"We have never thought about it, and 
the coach has never asked about it,” 
Pinto da Costa continued. 

"Furthermore, I asked Del Neri if he 


Greece’s tyrant defender 
Trainaos Dellas will not be 
joining Porto. 
would like another central defender, and 

he said that he would not" 

At this stage, Dellas will be staying 
with AS Roma however there has been a 
strong link with a few English Premier 
League clubs. 


Greeks attract big names 


Iraklis could not believe their luck when they signed former Italian 
superstar Giuseppe Signori. 


lish international midfielder 
‘Maciej Murawski has signed for 
Greek side Aris Salonika with 
former Italian national striker 
Giuseppe Signori heading for neigh- 
bouring Iraklis. 
Both players have signed one-year 
deals. 


Murawski, 30, has played for the past 
two seasons with German club Amninia 
Bielefeld and was previously with Legia 
Warsaw for four seasons. 


Bad boy already: Mateja 
Kezman has been banned for 
three games. 


He played for Poland in the 2002 
World Cup and the European qualifiers. 
Signori, 36, has 28 caps for Italy, scor- 
ing seven goals, He played for the last 
seven years with Bologna and Lazio 
from 1991-1997. 
In total he has played in 344 matches 
in Serie A scoring 188 goals. 
"I'm happy that negotiations have 
been completed and that we have 
reached an agreement and I am ready to 
offer my services to Iraklis. I want to 


helsea's Mateja Kezman will 
be banned for three games 
starting on August 17 after 
being sent off in a pre-season friend- 
ly in the United States, the Football 
Association FA has announced. 
"Kezman was sent off for violent 
conduct in the pre-season friendly 
against Roma played on July 29 in the 
USA, and the FA bave now received the 
referee's report from the US Soccer 
Federation,” an FA statement read. 
"Pre-season friendlies are not subject 


Kezman to miss 
three games 


give my best so that my team will do 
well," Signori said. 

Meanwhile Olympiakos Piraeus has 
announced the signings of Argentinian 
defender Gabriel Francisco Schurrer and 
Cypriot forward Yiannakis Okkas, 

Schurrer has signed a one-year deal 
with the option for an additional season 
if both sides agree while Okkas inked a 
three-year deal. 

No financial details of the contracts 
were revealed by the club. 

"| am very happy to be in Greece and 
with the largest team in the country, 
Olympiakos. I would like to help 
Olympiakos win the league title and do 
well in the Champions League,” 33-year- 
old Schurrer said. 

‘The former Argentinian international 
has played in Spain for Real Sociedad, 
Las Palmas, Deportivo La Coruna and 
Racing Santander, as well as Lanus in his 
homeland. 

Okkas, 27, is a starter for the Cypriot 
national team and last season played for 
AEK Athens, scoring five goals. 

He has also played for PAOK 
Salonika for three seasons as well as for 
Cypriot clubs Anorthosi and Nea 
Salamina. 

The duo join Brazilian superstar 
Rivaldo at Olympiakos who are favoured 
to take out the Greek championship, 


to the fast-track system to be introduced 
for competitive matches this season, 
and as a result the suspension starts 14 
days on from receipt of the official 
cepa 

Serbia and Montenegro striker 
Kezman joined the Stamford Bridge 
club from PSV Eindhoven last month 
for about STG5S million ($A12.98 
million), 

Chelsea is entitled to lodge an appeal 
for wrongful dismissal, within the next 
14 days. 
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Inter star 
Adriano’s 
father dies 


Brazillan star Adriano has flown 
back to his town due to the 
unfortunate death of his father. 


‘nter Milan striker Adriano flew back to 
Brazil on last Wednesday following the 
death of his father. 

Almir Leite Ribeiro died on Tuesday at the 
age of 44. 

A statement posted on Inter’s official web- 
site said Adriano’s father was struck down by 
a sudden illness but gave no further details, 
‘The club said Adriano left for Brazil with an 
Inter executive and his agent Gilmar Rinaldi. 

Adriano, who signed for Inter from Parma 
last season, scored a last-gasp equaliser for 
Brazil in the Copa America final against South 
American rivals Argentina last month. 

‘The goal, the 22-year-old forward's seventh 
of the Peru tournament, clinched a penalty 
shoot-out which Brazil won 4-2 to lift the 
trophy. 


Enyimba lose patience 
with Urukalo 


frican champions 
Enyimba say they 
longer have a job 


for their Australian coach 
Michael Urukalo after he 
failed to retorn from holi- 
day. 

‘Urukalo, who was appoint- 
ed at the start of the season, 
took a two-week compassion- 
ate holiday in May but has 
since not returned to Nigeria 
from Sydney. 

‘We're not saying we've 
sacked him because he signed 
a one-year contract but we no 
longer have a job for him,’ 


Re 


club spokesman Tonnex 
Chukwu said on Thursday. 

"We assume he's dumped 
us. He's not communicated 
with us since he left, his holi- still 
day has since expired and 
Stanley Eguma has taken the 
space Urukalo left,’ he added. 

Uruikalo was appointed 
after Enyimba sacked Kadiri 
Ikhana who led them last 
December to become the first 
Nigerian club to win the 
Champions League trophy in 
the 40-year history of the 
competition. 

Chukwu also said the club 


Madrid defender Walter Samuel will 
also feature in the Asian friendly along with 
Valencia Pablo Aimar and Villarreal's Juan 


had allowed goalkeeper 
Vincent Enyeama to travel to 
South Africa for a trial with 
Oriando Pirates but he was 
expected to amtive 
Tunisia in time for their 
Champions League group 
phase match. 

Enyimba, who top Group 
A, play fierce rivals Etoile du 
Sahel in Tunis on Saturday. 

It is believed that Urukalo 
has accepted a role at NSW 
Premier League club 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles for 
the coming NSW season, 

*Source Soccernet.com 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


late goal by substitute striker Nelson Valdez gave cham- 
pions Werder Bremen a 1-0 home victory over Schalke in 
the opening Bundesliga game of the season, which was 
delayed by a power shortage. 
Valdez struck from close range with seven minutes left in a dull 
affair with few highlights. 
Schalke, who 
have purchased 
two Werder play- 
ers in Brazilian 
striker Ailton, last 
season's top 
Bundesliga scorer 
with 28 goals, 
and defender 
Mladen Krstajic, 
showed slightly 
more initiative 


but were rarely, 


‘Schalke’s Michael Delura (right) wins 
Michael Ballack ? ti airiicpaile Ludovic 
opened the scor- 

ing and fellow midfielder Sebastian Deisler added the second with a 
free kick 19 minutes from time. 

The big surprise was Borussia Dortmund's 2-1 home defeat by 
VEL Wolfsburg, and Hertha Berlin gave away what had looked like 
certain victory against VfL Bochum following early goals by 
Brazilian midfielders Gilberto and Marcelinho to draw 2-2, 

Hertha, driven on by a jubilant crowd in Berlin's newly refur- 
bished Olympic stadium, continued to attack and Bochum defender 
Raymond Kalla headed a free kick from Dariusz Wosz into the net 
in the 65th minute. 

The Ruhr valley team then equalised with a penalty after a hand- 
ball by Hertha's Ame Friedrich. 

A hat-trick by Brazilian striker Cacau helped Stuttgart to a 4-2 
win over Bundesliga newcomers FSV Mainz. 

Mainz, promoted to the Bundesliga last season for the first time 
in their 99-year history, played aggressive, attacking’football, scor- 
ing twice from free kicks but were let down by a leaky defence. 

A goalless draw between Arminia Bielefeld and Borussia 
Moenchengladbach was marred by the sending off of 
Moenchengladbach defender Marcelo Pietsch in the 36th minute. 

Promoted Nuremberg secured a resounding 3-1 win at a disap- 
pointing Kaiserslautern, Bayer Leverkusen beat Hanover 2-1 and 
SC Freiburg and Hansa Rostock drew 0-0, 


Germany's 


FRENCH LIGUE | 


razilian ace Giovane Elber gave three-time champions Lyon 
perfect start to the French season with a second-half goal 
giving the visitors a 1-0 win over Nice. 

The victory was the first successful season opener for the defending 
champions since 1981. 

‘The visitors took advantage of a howling mistake by Nice captain 
Jose Cobos late in the second half after the defender, in a bid to clear, 
headed the ball into the path of the Brazilian who volleyed into the net 
on 77 minutes. 

Lille top the table thanks to goal difference following a 2-0 home win 
over Auxerre, a result which will prove a relative shock to Guy Roux in 
Burgundy, although the wily Auxerre manager has lost a few key com- 
ponents in the off-season, most notably star striker Djibril Cisse to 
Liverpool. 

Last season's Champions League finalists Monaco made a winning 
start, beating newly promoted St Etienne 1-0 thanks to a goal from new 
signing, Uruguayan international Emesto Chevanton. 

‘Marseille grabbed all three points with both hands thanks to a timely 
extra-time winner courtesy of Gerald Batlles, who handed them a 1-0 
home win over Bordeaux. 

Paris St Germain made the worst possible start to the start of their 
30th year in the French top flight with a 2-1 defeat to Rennes. 

PSG will be kicking themselves after their 2-1 defeat away to 
Brittany side Rennes, who took advantage of the Parisians’ apparent 
transition as a number of new arrivals settle into the side. 

‘The match between two newly-promoted sides, Caen and Istres, 
ended in a draw that should leave both coaches satisfied with the out- 
come of their return to top-flight football. 

“Moussa N'Diaye put visiting Istres in front after just three minutes, 
but Cyrille Watier equalised 13 minutes later. 

Tn the other games played, Bastia defeated Strasbourg 2-1, Metz pre- 
vailed 1-0 against Nantes and Sochaux beat Ajaccio by the same score- 
Tine. 


Saint-Etionne's Mickall Citony (front) shields the ball 
from Monaco's Patrice Evra. 
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ASIAN CUP — FINAL 


JAPAN TREBLE ADDS TO 
CHINESE HEART-ACHE 


JAPAN .... CHINA 


olders Japan overcame bitter rivals China 3-1 in a highly- 
charged Asian Cup final to win the tournament for the third 
time. 

Chinese fans vented their fury at the final whistle after Japan scored 
twice in a controversial second half, one group of several hundred hurl- 
ing bottles and burning Japanese flags. 

Koji Nakata had given Japan a 2-1 lead in the 65th minute with a 
hotly-disputed goal, the midfielder bundling in a Shunsuke Nakamura 
comer though replays showed he used his hand. 

Keiji Tamada added a fine solo goal in stoppage time to give the 
scoreline a flattering look for Japan after a tension-filled match laced 
with political and historical overtones. 

China coach Arie Haan refused to collect his runner-up medal in 
protest at the officiating of Kuwaiti referee Saad Kameel. 

"The first goal was from a free kick to Japan that should have gone to 
us, the second was handball and the third was after a foul on Sun Jihai,” 
fumed the Dutchman. 

Japan coach Zico praised his team for battling through the intimida- 
tion factor. 

"It was important to stay calm against the hosts and 60,000 fans," said 
the Brazilian. "Nobody thought we could win this toumament but we 
kept faith in ourselves and made it to the top." 

Japan weathered an early storm before taking a 22nd-minute lead 
against the run of play following a questionable foul on Nakamura by 
defender Wei Xin. 

‘Nakamura whipped in a dangerous free kick and Takashi Fukunishi 
headed in from close range after a knockdown from Takayuki Suzuki to 
silence a hostile crowd of 65,000. 

China struck back in the 37th minute, however, midfielder Li Ming 
sweeping home a superb left-foot shot from 25 metres after good work 


from Yan Song. 


REYES INSPIRES 
ARSENAL VICTORY 


rsenal, unbeaten in the 
Premier League last sea- 
, defeated Manchester 
United 3-1 behind Jose Reyes' 
goal and assist in the Community 
Shield, an exhibition game mark- 
ing the start of the new season, 
‘The game pits the FA Cup winner 
(Manchester United) against the 
feague winner (Arsenal). The teams 
met in Cardiff this time last season, 
with United the league champion 
and Arsenal the Cup winner. 
“This proves we are going to be a 
force to be reckoned with again this 


Gilberto opened the scoring in the 
49th minute, taking a cross from 
Reyes and sending a tap-in past U.S. 
goalkeeper Tim Howard. Moments 
before, the Spaniard wasted an open 
goal, sending the ball 
into the side of the net 
after weaving past 
Howard. 

United levelled in 
the 55th minute on 
Alan Smith's long F 
shot that goalie Jens 
Lehmann couldn't 
reach. The lead didn't 


“ast long, with Reyes 


scoring with a diago- 
nal shot after Gilberto 
headed down the ball 


Howard nearly gave Arsenal a 
third goal when he was forced to 
chase the ball as it dribbled within 
inches of United's goal line. But 
Mikael Silvestre responded in the 
79th minute, helping Cole's shot 
past Howard. 

Both Premier League powers 
started largely experienced lineups, 
but the game ended in light rain with 
mostly young players on the field. 

Arsenal star Thierry Henry was a 
surprise starter after missing the pre- 
season campaign with an Achilles’ 
tendon injury, and was.denied by 
Howard several times. Jermaine 
Aliadiere, a second-half replace- 
ment for Arsenal captain Dennis 
Bergkamp, was injured in a tackle 
after playing nine minutes and was 
removed on a stretcher. 


in a crowded penalty "arsenal goaiecchars ca Antonis eyes" 


box. Ashley Cole and Gilberto celebrate victory. 


Sutherland Sharks for seven at 

Nineveh Field on Saturday after- 
noon in a demolition that has sent 
warning signals that Bulls will have a 
big say in this year’s finals series. 

While realistically the Bulls will prob- 
ably be content to settle for third place 
this result did keep the others honest at 
least, going into Sunday's matches. 

While it seems doubtful that the Bulls 
could make up the leeway and rumours 
have surfaced that the club is not ready 
for promotion yet anyway, they are going 
to finish the season off in style; of that 
there is no doubt. 

As they showed a week earlier in run- 
ning the Dolphins close at Cromer Park 
and drawing praise from Manly coach 
Phil Moss, Fairfield are clearly a class act 
these days and the Sharks paid the price 
for being in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. 

Just as they were a few months back 
when they were hammered by Northern 
Tigers at Parklands Oval Sutherland 
showed how enigmatic they can be as a 
team. 

Sterling displays against the likes of 
Stanmore at Seymour Shaw Park con- 
trasted starkly with these abject efforts on 
the road and showed their frailty once 
again, 

All the goals in that Northern Tigers 
debacle had come in the second half, after 
a tight first period; but here it was anoth- 
er story. 

Even though a man was sent off, mid- 
way through the second half, Sutherland 
were never in the hunt and it became a bit 
of a procession towards the end. 

Already missing Garth Moring, with 


[= Fairfield Bulls smashed 
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Give Sharks a Spanking 


an injured foot from the previous week, 
the Sharks lost more teeth when Adam 
Mammoliti hobbed off injured and was 
carted off to hospital in the 40th minute, 

Mammoliti, a former Fairfield player, 
had to make way for Monte Prfengle and 
by that stage the visitors were already two 
goals down. 

The lively Brendan Mitrovich, who 
had a top game, opened the scoring in the 
seventh minute, when he headed in a 
cross provided by Javier Mancino who 
did well to get to the byline and float over 
a perfect ball for his young striking team 
mate, 

Veteran midfielder, Mancino, not a 
regular scorer these days, after a glitter- 
ing career that has brought him back to 
Fairfield once more, added a second in 
the 12th, from a neat cross by Ryan Jones, 
to keep the Bulls well on top at the break. 

Agyei Akwasi added a third in the 
63rd, with a smart finish from thetedge 
of the box after an even smarter tum and 
then added a fourth in the 77th, in similar 
style, to ensure a home win was a formal- 
ity before Mancino got in on the act once 
more in the 80th. 

This one may rank as the goal of the 
game. 

Jones chipped the ball forward and 
Mancino went onttake the ball skilfully 
between two defenders, before finishing 
coolly, 

Mitrovich got his second in the 83rd 
and skipper Johnny Ghisso completed the 
Tout with a tap-in in the 86th, having 
missed chances galore at various stages 
of the game already. 

Bulls’ coach Hugh McCrory was full of 
praise for his backline who never gave 
Sutherland a chance all day. 

"Tom Bazdaric and Ryan O'Shea were 
tremendous and David Harding con- 


trolled things well for us as usual in the 
middle of the park,' McCrory explained 

"Young Brendan never stopped work- 
ing, the whole game and since Leigh 
Gunn was out suspended and Tolgay 
Ozbey and Samir Issa are both sidelined 1 
was very happy with the way the young- 
ster shaped up! 

McCrory also added that Nenos Bobo, 
his other star striker, is also out for the 
test of the season. 


Bulls miatielder Javier Mancino 
was outstanding in the seven-nll 
drubbing of the Sharks 


(Fairfield Bulls 


Sat 14-Aug-04 

Sat 14-Aug-04 

Sun 15-Aug-04 
Sun 15-Aug-04 
Sun 15-Aug-04 
Sun 15-Aug-04 
Sun 15-Aug-04 


Home Team — 
Sutherland Sharks ; 
Hajduk Wanderers United 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 

Stanmore Hawks. 

MSC Liverpool 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Fairfield Bulls 


Away Team 
Macarthur Rams 
Seale Tigers 


Hurstville ZSC 


Fraser Park Dragons 


"Venue 


Seymour Shaw 
Hajduk Stadium 
Cromer Park — 
Arlington Oval 
Hammondville Ovai 
Rockdale linden Spt 
Ninevah Field 
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Brilliant Zakilas scores five 


= Ryde City Gunners =] 
Z Hurstville city Minotaurs | 5 


jive goals to the Minotaurs' 

Demetri Zakilas, with only. the 

one reply by Paul Nero, left the 
Gunners ‘wandering in the 
labyrinth’. 

The only lifeline for them to avoid 
the wooden spoon and possible relega- 
tion is in their own hands as the next 
game is against second-last-placed MSC 
Liverpool. 

With former young Socceroo and 
Northern Spirit defender Alex 
Wilkinson back it was hoped that Ryde 
couid pick up points against the 

}| Minotaurs but 'the General's men had a 
job to do - allow their coach to jet off to 
Greece without fears of dropping to the 
bottom of the table. 

This they did with great enthusiasm, 
aided by Ryde's failure to track and 
mark Zakilas. 

Coach Jim Harte was blunt after the 
game - "They all think they can play like 
Manchester United, and forget to do the 
simple things." 

Only five minutes into the game 
Demetri Zakilas gave waming of what 
was to come when he ghosted to the far 
right post and, unmarked, received an 
early cross, drawing Dean McCreath in 
the Gunners goal, and knocking it in. 

The Minotaurs were playing wide, 
with Merino Musemici causing Corey 


Even the return of defender 
Alex Wilkinson coutdn’t halt the 
lively Minotaurs attack 

Pendlebury problems down the left. 

In the 18th minute Zakilas again was 
free, this time in the centre, but 
McCreath came out fast to force him to 
shoot high. 

Ryde were lacking in penetration and 
Daniel Nero tried to improvise with an 
overhead kick that went wide on the left. 


Atlast Damian Pisano got far up field 
in the 31st minute, switching to the right 
but only found the side-netting. 

Alas, for the home side, in the 42nd 
minute, the Ryde defence failed to clear 
the ball, trying to play it out, and Zakilas 
at the far post again slotted the ball 
home. 

Ryde tried to come back, with Nick 
Carle hitting a shot in the 44th minute 
that George Bouropoulos in the 
Minotaurs goal got down to smother and 
a minute later Carle's free-kick found 
Liam O'Sullivan but the lad's snap-shot 
went just wide. 

‘There was hope again for Ryde when 
Paul Nero swung the ball into the net 
from a great cross from Damian Pisano, 
who tad surged down the left and got 
behind the defence. 

Hopes were dashed, though, when, 
two minutes later, a curling free kick 
from the right found Zakilas free on the 
left and his strong header beat 
McCreath, and the talented youngster 
had his hat-trick and the race to the 
Super League Golden Boot was on in 
eamest . 

Six minutes later another free kick 
and again Zakilas's run was not picked 
up and he scored. 

One minute later he almost beat 
McCreath in a one-on-one, but the cus- 
todian pushed the ball out and the strik- 
er hitit across goal. 


Ryde substitute Daniel Hillege 
responded in kind, a few minutes later 
and BJ Van Wyk shot over from 20 
yards. 

By this stage the Hurstville team 
were getting a little disorganised and a 
Nick Carle free-kick tested the keeper, 
who fumbled the ball but there was no 
follow through, 

In the 72nd minute Carle sent a free 
kick to O'Sullivan but he shot wide. 

In the 79th minute the Minotaurs sent 
a long cross from the left, and the 
exposed McCreath could only attempt a 
punch clear. 

The ball fell to, yes you guessed, 
Demetri Zakilas who shot cleanly past 
the keeper. One last chance to Ryde 
when captain Simon Turner got forward 
but his shot, though on target, was 
deflected for a corner kick. 

This was indeed the result the 
General ordered and his troops respond- 
ed to the letter. Five glorious goals to the 
season's find, in Demetri Zakilas, was 
the unexpected prize. 


(P Neo 47) 


‘CITY rt Ss 
{D Zahlias 5; 42, 49, 58), 77) 
at Magdals Oval. 


RYDE CITY GUNNERS seeeee et : 


‘General’ Peter Sarlkakis 
delighted with the five goal 
thrashing of the Gunners by 
his troops 


Keeper scores for Rampaging Rams 


Sy Greg Stock 


acarthor threw them- 
selves back into the race 
for the top five with an 


emphatic 3-1 victory over title 
favourites Manly-Warringah at 
Lynwood Park on Sunday after- 
noon. 

Engaged in a two-team dogfight 
for the Premiership trophy with 
Stanmore Hawks, the title favourites 
quite simply were not in the same 
class as the Rams who played out the 
game plan of coach Washington 
Gonzalez to absolute perfection to 
record arguably their best win of the 
season, 

“Too many of our boys just didn’t 
show up to play today,” said Manly 
boss Phil Moss. 

“Macarthur were hungry, they were 
physical and most importantly they 
wanted to win and when you concede 
the first goal to them it is always dif- 
ficult to try and get back.” 


In fact the first Rams goal actually 
came from the most unlikely of 
sources, goalkeeper Phil Zabaks. 
Celebrating his imminent transfer to 
the United States, Zabaks stepped up 
to the penalty spot in the 29th minute 
after striker Andrew Borg was bought 
down in a crude challenge inside the 
box. 

Sending his opposite number 
Bobby Catlin the wrong way. Zabaks 
put enough on the shot to have it 
trickle in at the post and give his side 
a deserved 1-0 lead. 

Getting men behind the ball when 
not in possession and pushing out 
quickly on the break, the Macarthur 
game plan worked a real treat unset- 
tling Manly who found themselves 
out manned twice midway through 
the second half. From both opportuni- 
ties the home side scored with 
Michael Dowling and Andrew Borg 
giving them an unassailable 3-0 lead. 

Moss himself coming forward 
inside the last ten minutes to score a 


controversial goal as he quickly took 
a Dolphins free kick on the edge of 
the area while the referee was moving 
back the wall. 

“There are no excuses or com- 
plaints from us today, Macarthur were 
the better side and deserved the win,” 
continued Moss, 

“Our job will be to try and defeat 
Hajduk on Wednesday night and try 
and lift ourselves off the floor after a 
very disappointing performance.” 


RESCHEDULED 


FixTURES 
Wednesday August 11th 


Manly Warringah Dolphins vs 
Hajduk Wanderers 
Cromer Park - 7:30PM 


Fraser Park vs Sydney University 
Fraser Park - 8:15PM 
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UPER LEAGUE 


Students aim for Finals Exam 


SYDNEY UNIVERSITY 3 MSC 
LIVERPOOL 1 

Ithas taken the best part of three years 
but wiping the grin off Uni coach Stewart 
Porter’s face is going to take a power of 
doing. The 3-1 victory over the strug- 
gling MSC Liverpool aside, Porter’s real 
reason to smile came well after the game 
had finished when he saw his beloved 
side had parked themselves in a top five 
position for the first time at the business 
end of a Winter Super League season. 

“Ttis a tremendous achievement for us 
given we are essentially an amateur club 
playing in a semi-professional competi- 
tion,” said Porter. “Our aim this year was 
‘to finish in the top seven place getters but 
we have reassessed that aim and anything 
short of fifth spot will be considered a 
disappointment.” 

While ‘the students’ 3-1 victory over 
Liverpool was essentially a little scrappy 
there was plenty to like from their perfor- 
mance when looking at the form guide 
ahead of their final four~games. The 
excellent form of the teams defence in 
conceding the least number of goals for 
any side in the league plus the fact that 
‘they have lost just once in the past seven 
matches gives their supporters plenty of 
encouragement ahead of a tough draw. 

Racing to a 2-0 lead on a solid first 
half performance set up the win for Uni 
who had Liverpool back peddling for 

WINTER SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 23: 

FIRST GRADE: Fairfield Bulls 7 (J Mancino 7/80m 
B Mitravich 12/83m A Agyei 63/77n J Ghisso 86m) 
‘Sutheriand Sharks 0, Macarthur Rams 3 (P Zabaks 
29m pen M Dowling 66m A Borg 76m) Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 1 (P Moss 81m), Dubwich Hil 
(own goal 89m) Haiduk Wanderers 2 (E Barkhousir 
41m G Issa 76m), Nother Tigers 1 (A Oppedisano 
42m pen) Stanmore Hawks 3 (N Phiippou 31/69m S 
Bailie 47m), Sydney University 3 (P Perata 7m A 
‘Smithies 41m B Vanega 51m) MSC Liverpool 1 (S Drca 
44m), Ryde City 1 (P_ Nero 47m) Hursvile Cy 
Minotaurs 5 (O Zakias 5/42/49/55/77m), Fraser Park 
Dragons 0 Hurstvile ZSC 0, 

GRADE 20: Faltleld Bulls 1 Suhertand Sharks 3, 
Macarthur Rams 1 Manly Warringah Dolphins 2, 
Dulwich Hill 2 Hajduk Wanderers 0, Northern Tigers 2 
Stanmore Hawks 0, Sydney University 3 MSC 


Liverpool 1, Ryde City 3 Hursvila Gty Minotaurs 0, 
Fraser Park Dragons 6 Hurstville ZSC 1. 
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much of the opening stanza. Peter Peralta 
scoring a classy goal in the 7th minute to 
open the scoring when he deftly chested a 
cross from Peter Satos at the back post 
onto his right foot and drilled a shot low 
and hard. Rob Smithies doubling the 
scoreline four minutes short of the inter- 
val when he easily put away a penalty 
after he was crudely brought down just 
inside the area. 

But dropping their intensity in the 
dying minutes of the half threw 
Liverpool a lifeline when Sasha Drca 
took a mazy run down the right hand side 
and was allowed to cut infield, drift along 
the penalty box and trickle off a shot past 
the outstretched arm of goalkeeper James 
Meyer, 

Sadly for the visitors that would be as 
close as they would come to finding the 
net as their Achilles heel up front again 
flared up to their detriment. Without the 
injured Eric Williams, out for the season 
with a broken foot, Liverpool blew four 
clear chances to score including a real 
gimme for Stuart Southall in the first five 
minutes of the second half, When it 
would have been harder to miss the 
empty net from a mere six yards out, 
Southall skied his shot over the bar much 
to the desperation of coach Paul Carter. 

“Tt has been the story of our season,” 
said Carter clearly upset by his side's 
lack of composure in front of goals. “We 
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‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: ROUN! 

FIRST GRADE: Camden Tigers 2 (C Coletta 68m 
M Rositano 0m penalty) Whits City 0, Nepean 
Association 8 (G Orcajo 32m peni47/82m pen P 
Marosavic 48m S Mort 64m G McPherson 63/85m J 
‘Soiberras 69m) The Wanderers 0, Westam Rage 0 
Liverpool Bossy 1 (M Reveley 22m), Hills United 4 (J 
Miller 2m C Lewis 10m M McCrory 74m A Papaluca 
90m) Bathurst 75 1 (D Catanzarti 64m), Schofields 
Scorpions 4 (A Picken 9/75m 0 Langan Sim A 
Kurasink 87m) Faifia City Lions 1 (D Sevinc 20m), 
Wollengong United 0 Mt Pritchard 1 (L.Tomich 82m), Mt 
Druitt Town Rangers 2 (M Noro 55m 1 Brown 83m) 
Belmore Horcules 4 (0 Tsironis E 28m Petiatos 58m A 
Tahan 64m J Skutis 71m), 

‘GRADE 20: Camden Tigers 0 White Ciy 1, Nepean 
Association 1 The Wanderers 0, Westem Rage 10 
Liverpool Bossy 1, Hils United 3 Bathurst 75 0, 
‘Scho'ield Scorpions 2 Fairfisid City Lions 1, 
Wolongong United 0 Mt Pritchard 12, Mt Dri Town, 
Rangers 2 Belmore Hercules 1. 
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had four chances and two sitters and on 
all occasions we weren’t good enough 
and that is very frustrating as a coach.” 
In contrast, Uni effectively buried the 
visitors in the Sist minute when Brian 
Vanega met a loose ball at the back post 
after a clash between James Kovas and 
MSC goalkeeper Steve Minovski had 
‘seen the ball spring loose at the back 


post. 

“Our second half was a little wayward 
but the nuts and bolts were there and 
that’s encouraging,” said Porter, “The 
boys worked hard in the first half and it 
really laid the foundations for the win.” 
While MSC face a six point game with 
bottom side Ryde City to decide the 
wooden spoon, Uni face fellow con- 
tenders Fraser Park before facing 
Stanmore, Hajduk and Manly in succes- 
sive weeks. “It is not going to be easy but 
if we are good enough we can finish as 
high as third, or we can crash and burn. 
Our destiny is in our hands it’s now up to 
the boys to see what they can do.” 


FRASER PARK 0 HURSTVILLE 
zsc 0 

‘Top five aspirants Fraser Park Dragons 
and Hurstville ZSC fought to a stalemate 
in an intense contest that left both short 
of the maximum points needed for the 
business end of the season. 

Along the way the football was enter- 
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‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO: ROUND 20: 

FIRST GRADE: Springwood SC 2 (J Chapman 
77m P Feming 86m) Blacktown Disticts 2 (Nathan 
Smith tim P Hubbard 89m), UNSW 0 Southem Star 
‘Sharks 2 (C DeAndre 30m R Lombard 70m), inter 
Lions 1 (8 Jarman 70m) Aubum Stars 0, Prospect 
United 0 Greystanes SC 1 (P Martins 73m), Hakoah 1 
( Kacen 20m) Hawkesbury City 3 (M Sluiler x 1B. 
Eidkidge x2), 

GRADE 21: Springwood SC 4 Blacktown Distiots 
0, UNSW 5 Southem Star Sharks 1, Inter Lions 13 
‘Aubum Stars 0, Prospect United 0 Graystanes SC 2, 
Hakoah 0 Hawkesbury City 1, 

GRADE 19: Springwood SC 1 Blacktown Districts 
0, UNSW | Southem Star Sharks 0, Inter Lions 4 
‘Aubum Stars 0, Prospect United 4 Greystanes SC 2, 
Hakoah 1 Hawkesbury Clty 2. 
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prising and entertaining, and demonstrat- 
ed the defensive qualities of both sides; 
two teams that in the past have been 
known to concede a few goals as they 
went about their business of winning 
matches, 

Here Fraser Park were hampered by 
the continuing indisposition of Tony 
Faria who had breathing problems and 
had to come off at half time, while 
Manny Papageorgiou worked himself 
into the ground, ably abetted by Elias 
Augerinos, in an endeavour to prise open 
an extremely well drilled defence. 

If either side was guilty of missing or 
mismanaging. chances it was the 
Hurstville ZSC team. 

There were several periods in the 
game when their front men looked capa- 
ble of a breakthrough but decisions they 
took once inside the box appeared often 
to be the wrong ones and this made it eas- 
ier for the Fraser defenders to take over. 

In the 14th minute a mistake by Mirko 
Jurilj allowed Papageorgiou, fed by the 
pass from Tony Faria, to burst through 
into the area only to hesitate momentari- 
ly allowing the alert Robert Mustapic to 
use his legs to avert the immediate dan- 
ger when one on one. 

Greg Collins made a strong run into 
the box for Fraser in the 2ist and with 
Papageorgiou in support it did look good 
for the home side; but Michael Cunico 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO. 
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With 2004 Winter Season contact 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special ~ 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. F 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 | 
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came across and did a mopping up oper- 
ation. | 

A cross from the left allowed Andrew | 
Mailer some space in the 18 yard area in | 
the 27th minute, but with the goal gaping 
Mailer dragged his shot just wide. 

Mailer headed down into the ground in 
the 63rd after Collins had got to the 
byline nicely, but Mailer's attempt on 
goal skidded past the right post and the 
visitors had another life. 

Ante Juric was moved into midfield after 
half-time and soon fired narrowly over the 
bar thanks to some good build up with 
Mailer and Augerinos. 

Late in the game Hurstville threw on 
Denis Alilovic and with his strike partner 
brother Tony he went at the Fraser 
defence hard for the remaining minutes. 

Both of the Alilovic's missed chances, 
when well placed but in the 90th minute 
they were both prominent in a crowded 
goalmouth along with Richie Plesa yet 
could find no way past a stacked Fraser 
defence whose rearguard did its job well 
on the day. 

‘The goals may not have flowed but the 
excitement was high at many stages of 
the match and it looked as if one or the 
other of these two entertaining sides 
would break the deadlock before it was 
all over. That proved elusive for both 
coaches who agreed that it had been a 
good game. 

‘STATE LEAQUE DIVISION THREE: ROUND 20: 

FIRST GRADE: East Coast Magic 0 Trasandinos 2, 
‘Sydney Cedars SC 4 Balmain SC 2. Kellwille Kos 2 
Gazy Lansvale 2, Sporting SCC 1 Earlwood Wanderers 
2, Colo Colo 2 Giadasvil United 1, Lthgow Workmen 
O Rooster FC 3. 

RESERVE GRADE: East Coast Magio 2 
‘Trasandinos 0, Sydney Cedars SC 1 Balmain SC 1, 
Kellyvile Koits 6 Gazy Lansvale 1, porting SCC 0 


Eartwood Wanderers 3 (Win by Forlalt), Colo Colo 0 
Gladesville United 8, Lithgow Workmen 2 Roosters FC 
2 
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Philippou double sends 
Hawks into top spot 


Northern Tigers 
‘ Stanmore Hawks 


By Jonathan Barrett 


jhe Stanmore Hawks collected a 
I ended the Northern Tigers’ 10- 
game unbeaten streak on Sunday after 
scoring a 3-1 win at Parklands Oval. 
Two second-half goals secured the win 
and competition top-spot for the Hawks 
while the Tigers’ hopes of a finals appear- 
ance. appear all but over after failing to 
compete with Stanmore’s finishing 
prowess, 
Early danger signs for the Tigers 


appeared when Cameron Jones was forced 
to clear a ball off the goal line after a 
Hawks comer threatened to open the scor- 
ing. 

But there was no denying a 31st minute 
strike from the edge of the box by Neil 
Philippou after the Hawks capitalised on a 
‘Tigers defensive mistake deep in their own 
half. 

Philippou netted a sound sttike after 
finding himself with just the keeper, 
Andrew Crews, to beat after receiving a 
great ball from Pablo Cardoza from the 
right midfield, 

“Tt was an opportunist goal — they pun- 
ished our mistake,” said Tigers coach Fred 
Mesiti after the game. 

‘The Tigers had plenty of possession in 
the first half but were unable to penetrate 
the Hawks’ defense with the exception of 
a Jordan Simpson strike that forced keeper 
Con Anastasiadis into a diving save, flick- 
ing the shot around the goal post. 

The Tigers got their chance late in the 
half after Cameron Jones stripped John 
Fotiadis of the ball and was then tripped by 
Arthur Skoulos inside the penalty box, 

Anthony Oppedisano stepped up to take 
the penalty in the 42nd minute and drilled 
a low shot past Anastasiadis into the bot- 
tom right hand comer despite the keeper 
diving in the right direction. 


‘The goal sent the game into a frenzy —a 
flury of scoring opportunities suddenly 
appeared in an otherwise conservative half 
of soccer, 

Neither team gained the ascendancy as 
the score was rightfully locked at 1-1 at 
half time. 

Stanmore coach, Sotiri Mayros, com- 
pelled his players to take control in the 
second half rather than playing into the 
hands of the home team. 

“[ was a little disappointed at half time 
as we didn’t adapt early on,” said Mavros. 

“Tn the second half we dictated the way 
we wanted to play.” 

‘The coaching staffs were still settling 
into their chairs to watch the second half 
when Scott Baillie connected with a comer 
in the 47th minute to give the Hawks the 
Tead_ 

Baillie’s header hurtled into the top cor- 
ner leaving several Tigers players, includ- 
ing the keeper, motionless. 

Trailing 2-1, an equaliser from the 


Tigers seemed certain as they peppered the 
left side of the park and continued to find 
‘Tyler Simpson lurking in the goal box. 

Two good opportunities fell to Tyler 
‘Simpson including a one on one against 
Anastasiadis and an ill-directed chip over 
the keeper’s head. 

But it was the Hawks ability to find the 
back of the net again in the 69th minute 
that sank the Tigers. 

Philippou provided the finish of the day 
when he cracked a shot from the top of the 
box past Crews’ right hand to give the 
Tigers their first loss since May. 

“Tt was one of those games that got 
away from us, but it’s been a great effort 
fora club that didn’t exist three years ago,” 
said Mesiti. 

While the Tigers remain mid table, the 
win ensures that the top spot will be fought 
between the Hawks and Manly-Warringah 
Dolphins with the duo seven points clear 
of the rest of the field. 


Scott Baillle notched up his _ || 
eighth goal of the season for the 
Stanmore Hawks 


By Paul Goodwin 


‘ajduk Wanderers showed great 
depth in reserve and plenty of 
character to emerge 2-1 win- 
ners over Dulwich Hill despite missing 
six regulars. 
Chris Camilleri, Daniel Wilkinson and 
Matt Nemes were interstate, representing 
the NSW State Schools, while Ante 
Mrdjen and Peter Farac are still carrying 
injuries, 
In addition, Paul Crisp, just coming 
back from injuries, is making his way 
back via the Under 20s. 


Hajduk went into this game with only a 
win in mind as their last three outings had 
ended in draws and a long overdue victo- 
ty is exactly what they managed. 

Hajduk started well and early in the 
game Gledhill took the ball through the 
middle and from the left of the six yard 
box smashed the ball torwards goals but 
Dulwich keeper, Woytek Zarzycki, saved 
well. 

In the 20th minute George Issa put a 
perfect cross to Elsid Barkhousir, but 
from a good position the youngster could 
not make good contact. 

Six minutes later Jim Nikas did well to 


Relief as Hajduk end Drought 


@ Dulwich Hill 
> Hajduk Wanderers 


win the ball for Dulwich but, from 20 
yards out, saw his effort go wide, 

Half an hour into the game and 
Gledhill combined well with Issa but 
from close range the latter could only hit 
the side netting, 

‘The opening goal came in the 41st 
minute when Gledhill gave a precise 
cross to Elsid Barkhousir, just outside the 
six yard box and the youngster cleverly 
chipped the ball over Zarzycki. 

With only two minutes gone in the sec- 
ond half, Hajduk came close to going two 
up when Michael McGovern took charge 
of a comer and as Zarzycki dropped the 
ball it ended up at the feet of Mark Abi- 
Arrage who volleyed the ball just over the 
bar, 


Tn the 50th Gledhill did well to win the 
ball from the half way mark and as he 
dribbled the ball through the middle and 
came close to the 18 yard box he attempt- 
ed to curl the ball around the advancing 
Dulwich keeper, but Zarzycki managed to 


put a glove to the ball for a corner. 

Then, in the 74th, Gledhill and Issa 
combined well, but the latter saw his 
effort well saved by the in-form Dulwich 
Hill keeper who managed to push the ball 
for a comer. 

But, two minutes later, Issa put the 
Wanderers two up when he had a cracker 


George Issa scored a brilliant 
goal helping Hajduk Into fourth 
place on the ladder 


of a shot from 35 yards which sailed 
straight into the top left comer and this 
time Zarzycki could do nothing to stop it. 

Robert Kuman, who himself had just 
come back from injury had only been on 
the park for three minutes when he was 
fouled dangerously by Steve Karavatakis, 
and referee Alex Glasgow gave the 
Dulwich man his marching orders. | 

With only three minutes to go Navid 
Varess saw his shot cleared off the line 
and from a counter-attack Dulwich sub- 
stitute, John Buonavoglia, saw his close- 
range shot saved well by Daniel 
Schwarzer. 

A consolation goal for Dulwich Hill 
came well into stoppage time when Jim 
Nikas crossed the ball into the six yard 
box and as Stephen Scotti went to clear it, 
the ball ended up in his own net. 

Hajduk will play a re-sheduled game 
on Wednesday night at Cromer Park at 
7.30 in an endeavour to reinforce their 
finals’ future. 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 24: 
GRADE 13: Macarthur Rams 0 Bankstown City 
Cubs 7, Halduk Wanderers Utd 2 Newcastla United 1, 
APLA. Leichhardt Tigers 0 Marconi Stallions 1, 
Suihertand Shire 2 Sydney United 4, Gladesvite Sprt 
SC 0 Parramatta Eagles 2, Blacktown City 1 Sydney 
‘Olympic 0, Wollongong Wolves 1 Central Coast 1. 
GRADE 44: Macarthur Rams 1 Bankstown City 
Cubs 2, Halduk Wanderers Utd 2 Newcastle United 0, 
APLA. Leichhardt Tigers 0 Mafconi Stallions “4, 
Sutherland Shira 4 Sydney United 0, Gladesvile Spit 
SC 0 Parramatta Eagles 1, Blacktown City 1 Sydney 
‘Olympic 0, Wollongong Wolves 2 Central Coast 1, 
GRADE 15: Macarthur Rams 0 Bankstown City 
Cubs 1, Hajduk Wanderers Utd 0 Newcastle United 4, 
APIA, Leichhardt Tigers 0 Marconi Stalions 2, 
‘Suthertand Shire 0 Sydney United 0, Gladesville Sprt 
SC 0 Parramatta Eagles 0, Blacktown City 1 Sydney 
‘Olympic 1, Wollongong Wolves 2 Central Coast 2, 
GRADE 16: Macarthur Rams 2 Bankstown City 
Cubs 3, Hajduk Wanderers Utd 2 Newcastle United 3, 
APLA. Leichhardt Tigers © Marconi Stallions 1, 
‘Suthertand Shite 4 Sydney United 1, Gladesville Spit 
SC 0 Parramatta Eagles 2, Blacktown City 0 Sydney 
Olympic 2, Wollongong Wolves 2 Central Coast 1 
GRADE 16: Macarthur Rams 2 Bankstown City 
Cubs 1, Hajduk Wanderers Utd 2 Newcastle United 0, 
APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 0 Marconi Stallions 4, 
‘Sutherland Shire 3 Sydney United 0, Gladesvile Spirt 
‘SC 3 Parramatia Eagles 1, Blacktown City 3 Sydney 
‘Olympic 1, Wollongong Wolves 1 Central Coast 3. 


RESCHEDULED GAME: ROUND 22: 
GRADE 15: Sydney Olympic 0 Parramatta Eagles 


1. 

RESCHEDULED FROM ROUND 20: 
GRADE 13: Macarthur Rams 1 Gladesvile Spit 3, 
GRADE 14: Macarthur Rams 0 Gladesville Spint 2 
GRADE 15: Macarthur Rams 0 Gladesville Spirit 2. 
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Marconi Stalin 

Haiduk Wanderers 24 13 
Bankstown City Cubs 26 12 
Parramatta Eagles 24 10 
APIA Leichhardt 24 10 
Wollongong Wolves 24 
Gladesvile Spirit SC 24 
Central Coast United. 24 
Neweastle United FC. 24 
‘Sydney Oympic 24 
Macarthur Rams 24 
Sutherland Shire 24 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 44 


PW 
Blacktown City 23 16. 
Merconi Stalions 23 15 
Paramatta Eagles 2414 
Gladesvile Spirit SC 24 13. 
Wollongong Wolves 26 13 
Sydney Olympic 24 12 
Sutherland Shire 24 
Newcastle United FC 24 
Hejduk Wanderers 24 
Bankstown City Cubs 24 
APLA.Lelchhardt 24 
Macarthur Rams 24 
‘Sydney United 26 
antral Coast United 24 
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Marconi Stalions 
Parramatta Eagles 

‘Sydney Olympic: 
Gladesvill Spitt SC 
Blacktown Ciy 

Newcastle United FC 
Central Coast United 
Sydney United 

Bankstown City Cubs 
Macarthur Rams 

APIA Leichhardt 
Wollongong Wolves 24 
‘Sutherland Shire Sharks 243 
Haiduk Wanderers 24. 2 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 16 


Pw 
Parramatta Eagles 2418 
Bankstown Gity Cubs 24 14 
Sydney Olympic 24.12 
Blacktown Gy 24 11 
Marconi Stallions 24 11 
Sydney United 24 
Sutherland Shire 24 12 
Newcastle United FC 24 
Wollongong Wolves 24 
Gladesville Spirt SC 24 
APIA Leichhardt 24 
Macarthur Rams 24 
Haiduk Wanderers 24 
Contral Coast Utd 24 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 18 


Marconi Stalions 
Giadesvila Spit SC 
Sutheriand Shira 
Blacktown City 
Wollongong Wolves 
‘Sydney Olympic 
Parramatta Eagles 
Hajduk Wanderers 
‘Macarthur Rams 
Sydney United 
Genital Coast United 
APLA Leichhardt 
Newcastle United FC 24 
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Pw D 
Marconi Stallons 119 76 
Blacktown City 119 69 
Parramatta Eagles 120 66 
Giadesville Spit 120 57 
‘Sydney Olympic 120 56 
Wong Wolves 120 48 
Sydney United 120 50 
Bankstown City 120 45 
Newoaste Utd FC 120 39 
Sutherland Shire 120 39 
APIA. Leichhardt 120 35 
Hajduk Wanderers 120 35 130 216 -86130 
Macarthur Rams 120 28 22 70 131 273 -142106 
Central Coast Utd 120 26 23 71 106 222 -116101 


183 204-41 143 
161 179 -18 147 
109 178 -69134 
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SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 22: 

GRADE 13: Parramatta Star 6 Fairfield Bulls 1, 
Northem Tigers 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2, His 
United 1 Fraser Park - Canterbury 3, Schofield 
Scorpions 2 St George 1, Granville Rage 0 Penrith 
Nepean United 2, Southem Branch 2 Manly Warringah 
Doipins 2, 

GRADE 14: Parramatta Star 0 Fairfield Bulls 2, 
Northam Tigers 0 Bonnyrigg White Eades 2, Hils 
United 1 Fraser Park - Canterbury 2, Schofield 
‘Soorpions 0 St George 1, Granville Rage 0 Penrith 
‘Nepean United 1, Souther Branch 2 Manly Warringah 
Doptins 1. 

GAADE 15: Parramatta Star 3 Faifiold Bulls 1, 
\Northem Tigers 0 Bonnyrigg White Eades 0, Hills 
‘United 2 Fraser Park - Canterbury 1, Schofield 
Scarpions 1 St George 2, Granvila Rags 0 Penrith 
Nepean United 3, Southem Branch 1 Manly Warringah 
Dolptins 7. 

GRADE 16: Parramatta Star 3 Faitfsid Bulls 1, 
Northem Tigets 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1, Hils 
United 2 Fraser Park - Canterbury 3, Schofield 
‘Scorpions 0 St George 2, Granvile Rage 1 Penrith 
Nepean United 3, Southem Branch 1 Manly Warringah 
Dolptins 0 

GRADE 18: Parramatta Star 6 Fairfield Bulls 5, 
Northem Tigers 3 Bonnyrigg White Eacles 0, Hil 
United 5 Fraser Park - Canterbury 2, Schofield 
Scorpions 3 St George 2, Granvile Rage 1 Penrith 
‘Nepean United 7, Southem Branch 2 Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 1. 


‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 13 


DLFAD 
Manly Warringah 
Parramatta Star 
Bonnyrigg WE 
StGeorge 

‘Souther Brarich 
Penrith Nepean Utd 
Schofield Scorpions 
Granville Rage 
Fraser Park - Cbury 
Hils United Brumbies 
Norther Tigers 


2219 
215 
213 
211 
2g 
29 
2210 
2a 
2 6 
23 
2 4 
Fairfield Bulls at 
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‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 14 


Pw 
215 
2215 


St George 
Manly Warringah 
Penrith Nepean Utd 22 11 
Schofield Scorpions 22 11 
Bonnyrgg WE 22 
Southem Branch 22 
Hills United Brumbies 22 
Fairfield Bulls 2 
Northem Tigers 22 
Granite Rage 22 
Fraser Park C'bury 22 
Paramatta Star 22 1 
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‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 15 


PW 
Nathem Tigers 2217 
Schofield Scorpions 22 16 
StGeorge 2215 
Pentith Nepean Utd 22 13, 
Bonnyrigg WE = 22 12 
‘ils United Brumbies 22 
Southem Branch 22 
Paramatia Sts 22 
Manly Warringah 22 
Fraser Pk-Cury 22 
Granvile Rage 22 
Fairfield Bulls 2 


HANG SNhaRnned 


2210 

2 

2 
Schofield Scorpions 22 
Hils United Brumbies 22 
Fraser Pk-C'bury 22 
Scuthem Branch 22 
Northem Tigers 22 
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Pw 
2215 
2215 
2212 


Menly Waringah 
Parramatta Star 
‘Sehofisld Scorpions 
Farfield Bulls 22.10 
StGeome 210 
Hils United Brumbies 22 10 
Norhem Tigers 22 10 
Pentith Nepean Utd 22 10 
Southem Branch = 22 7 
Bonnyigg WE 22 7 
Fraser Pk-C'bury 22 2 
Granvile Rage 22 
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SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
COMBINED 


PWOLFAD PR 
Manly Waringah 110 71 12 27 213 99 114 226. 
Si George 110 66 16 26 212 131 81 214 
chofield Scorpons 110 87 16 37 199 151 48 187 
Penrith Nepean 110 54 24 32 170 114 56 186 
Bonnyrigg WE 110 51 

Paramatta Star 110 47 

Norther Tigers 110 41 

Southem Branch 110 37 

Hills Utd Brumbies 110 37 

Fifield Buls 110 28 

Granville Rage = 110 28 1! 

Fraser Pk-C’bury 110 23 24 63 107 216 -109 93 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 22: 

GRADE 19: Rockdale City Suns 1 Bathurst 75 
Wester 3, Dulwich Hill 2 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 6, 
yds City 0 Sydney Uni Easter Lions 1, Belmore 
Hercules 2 Hurstvile City Minotaurs 1, Wollongong 
United § Camden Tigers 0. 


GRADE 14: Rockdale City Suns 1 Bathurst 75 
‘Westem 2, Dulwich Hill 0 Mt Drutt Town Rangers 1, 
yde City 1 Sydney Uni Easter Lions 0, Belmore 
Hercules 1 Hurstville City Minotaurs 1, Wollongong 
United 2 Camden Tiers 0. 


GRADE 18: Rockdale City Suns 0 Bathurst 75 
Westem 4, Dulwich Hill 1 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0, 
Fiyde City 0 Sydney Uni Eastem Lions 1, Belmore 
Hercules 2 Hurstvile City Minotaurs 1, Wollongong 
United 2 Gamiden Tigers 1 


GRADE 16: Rockdale City Suns 2 Bathurst 75 
Westem 0, Dulwich Hill 1 Mt Oruit Town Rangers 2, 
Ryde City 2 Sydney Uni Eastem Lions 2, Belnore 
Hercules 1 Hurstville City Minotaurs 3, Wollongong 
United 0 Camden ‘Tigers 1. 


GRADE 18: Rockdale City Suns 0 Bathurst 75 
‘Wester 10, Dulwich Hil 4 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 2, 
Fyde City 2 Sydney Uni Eastem Lions 1, Belmore 
Hercules 0 Hurstville City Minotaurs 3, Wollongong 
United 0 Camden Tigers 14, 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE. 
GRADE 42 


PWODLFADRM 
Wollongong United 20 17 
Belmore Hercules. 20 13 
Mt Druitt Town Rang 2012 
Bathurst 75/Westem 20 12 
Camden Tigers 20. 9 
SUEastem Lions 20 8 
Dulwich Hil 207 
Ryde City 207 
Rockdale City Suns 20 4 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 203 
Stanmore Hawks 20 0 
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53 
42 
40 
38 
31 
30 
24 
23 
8 
8 

0 
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DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 14 


PWOLF 
Bathurst 75/Westam 20 16 
Mt Dnt Town Ran 
Belmore Hercules 
Ryde City 
Hursvile Cty Min 
Rockdale City Suns 
Camden Tigers 
‘SU Eastem Lions 
‘Wollongong United 
Dulwich Hil 
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Bobwade 


Wollongong United 
Bathurst 75/Westem 
Belmore Hercules 
Rockdale City Suns 
(Camden Tigers 

Ma Druitt Town Rang 
Sanmore Haws 
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Hurstville City Mino 
Belmore Hercules 
Wollongong United 
Rockdale City Suns 
Bathurst 75/Wester 
Mt Druitt Town Rang 
yge Gry 

SU Eastem Lions 
Stanmore Hawks 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 18 


PWOLF 
2015 
2054 
2014 
2011 
2011 


> 


Ryde City 3 
Dulwich Hi 3 
‘Camden Tigets 2 
Stanmore Hawks 3 
Hurstville City Min 1 
Bathurst 76Mlastom 2010 4 
Mt Druitt Town Rang 20.9 3 
2 
z 
2 
0 


BRRERaD 


‘SU Eastem Lions 20 6 
Fockdale City Suns 20.4 
Belmore Heraules 20 3 
Wollongong United 20.0 
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DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 


Duhwich =i 

‘Camden Tigers 

Ryde City 

Belmore Hercules 100 47 14 99 1 

Mt Drutt Town Rang 100 46 13 41 136 122 14151 
Hurstville Giy Min 100 43 18 39 164 127 37 147 
Wollongong Utd 100 41 14 45 152 299 -141137 
SU Eastem Lions 100 37 19 44 166 155 11.130 
Rockdale City 100 29 25 46 149 185-38 112 
Stanmore Hawks 100 12 11 77 97 316 -219 47 


$.$.1. GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE - ROUND 22: 

GRADE 12: Souther Branch 0 Blacktown Districts 
2, Nepeen Assocation 0 North West Sydney Koalas 0, 
‘Suthertand Association 4 Macarthur Rams 0, Marconi 5 
‘Wollongong Wolves 1, Northem Tigers 1 Central Coast 
FC, UNSW 2 St George Assocation 0. 

GRADE 14: Southern Branch 0 Blacktown Districts 
‘0, Nepean Association 2 North West Sycney Koalas 0, 
Sutherland Association 0 Macarthur Rams 2, Marconi 1 
Wollongong Wolves 1, Northem Tigers 1 Central Coast 
FC 1, UNSW 0 St George Association 4, 

GRADE 16: Souther Branch 4 Blacktown Districts 
‘0, Nepean Association 3 North West Sydney Koalas 2, 
Suthertand Association O Macarthur Rams 1, Marcon 1 
Wollongong Wolves 1, Norther Tigers 0 Cemtral Coast 
FC 2, UNSW 0 St George Association 6, 


Manly Warringah 20 16 
NW Syéney Koalas 20 13 
St George Association 20 9 
Macarthur Rams 217 
Blacktown Assoc 20 6 
‘UNSW 20 6 
Central Coast United 20 6 
Northem Tigers 20 4 
Marconi Stalions 20 3 
Southem Branch 21 4 

0 


Wollongong Wolves 20 18 14100 -86 


antral Coast United 
‘Southem Branch 
Northern Tigers 
Wollongong Woves 
Marconi Stalons 
Blacktown Assoo 
UNSW. 
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‘Marconi Stallions 
St George Assoc 
Wollongong Wolves 
Northem Tigers 


UNSW 49 6126-117 


attack METROPOLITAN LEAGUE - FINALS 
ROUND 2: 

GRADE 11: Canterbury Assobiation 2 Mawarra 
Association 0, Manly Watringah Association 2 
Blacktown Association 3, Granville Association 2 
‘Southam Districts 0, Nepean Association @ Sutheriand 
‘Assocation 1, Easter Suburbs Associator 2 Southern 
Branch 0, Ku-Ring-Gai Association 2 St George 
Assodation 1, Central Coast Association 2 Macarthur 
Assotiation 0, Giadasvile Homsby Association 4 
Bankstown Association 0. 

GRADE 12: Canterbury Association 0 Macarthur 
Association 0, Ku-Ring-Gai Association 0 Blacktown 
‘Association 2, Manly Warringah Association 0 
Bankstown Association 6, Gladesvile Homsby 
‘Assosiation 1 St George Association 0, Nepean 
Assocation 0 Southem Branch 0, Eastem Suburbs 
Assodiation 1 Sutherland Association 1, Cantal Coast 
‘Association Souther Districts, Granville Association 1 
Mawerra Association 0, 


attack UNDER 11 
METROPOLITAN LEAGUE Final Series 


Nepean 
Blacktown 
Granville 
Canterbury 
‘Manly-Warringah, 
Sutherland 
‘Sauthem Districts 
Mewar 
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attack UNDER 11 
METROPOLITAN LEAGUE Piste Series 


Gladesville-Homsby 
entra Coast 
Ku-Ring-Gai 
Eastem Suburbs 

St George 
Souther Branch 
‘Macarthur 
Bankstown 
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attack UNDER 12 
METROPOLITAN LEAGUE Final Sories 


eo-netragd 


METROPOLITAN LEAGUE Plato Seriee 


WOoLFADP 
‘Souther Branch 4 
Nepean 
Central Coast 
Granville 
Eastem Suburbs 
Suthertand 
Nawarra 


For all the latest news, 
results and 
information see 
Www.soccernsw.com.au 
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The NSW Premier League season is set 
to explode with news leaking from Sydney 
United that Socceroo striker Ante Milicic 
and veteran defender Mark Rudan will 
form part of the squad for the forthcoming 
season. Milicic, who was part of the 
National Team squad for the two-match 
Turkey series and Rudan, a former 
Australian youth international are both 
currently playing in the Malaysian M- 
League but are expected to join United 
once their commitments in Asia are com- 
pleted later this year. 

“We are looking forward to the new 
state league season and to have two of our 
favourite sons return will be a huge coup 
for the club,” said United spokesman Sam 
Krslovic. “It will obviously depend on 
their other commitments and with the APL 
starting it might only be for a few months 
but it will be something that we hope will 
generate some significant interest in the 
Teague, our club, and our fans.” 

United have also confirmed that Zlatko 
Aramtasic will be taking over as head 
coach following the departure of incum- 
bent Grant Lee. A former Socceroo inter- 
national, Arambasic comes to Edensor 
Park as player/coach, after a disappointing 
season with A.PI.A.-Leichhardt, 


Ante Milicic will return to his 
Spiritual home for the NSW 
Premier League season 


SOCCER NSW < 


www. sSoccernsw.com. au 


Milicic returns to Sydney United 


“Tam really looking forward to the 
challenge of coaching,” said Arambasic. “I 
am at the transition point of my career and 
feel that a move into coaching is definitely 
the way to go. As a professional player in 
Europe I have been exposed to the good 
and bad in football coaching so I am hop- 
ing to put all that experience to good use.” 

After scoring 17 goals in 22 games in 
season 2002/3, Arambasic struggled for 
most of last season returning just six goals 
in 23 league and cup games, Turing 35 in 
October his role as a player is expected to 
be phased down over the next few seasons 
as he seeks to establish himself in the 
coaching arena. 

“It won't be easy juggling both roles but 
the intention is that I'll register myself and 
take it from there. From what I have seen 
from the local coaches I don’t think I have 
anything to fear, my training will be enjoy- 
able and functional and 1 plan on concen- 
trating on a Jot of short sharp work to keep 
the team at the top of their game.” 

‘The departure of Grant Lee has sent 
shockwaves through the soccer communi- 
ty after guiding the club during troubled 
times last season. The decision a mutual 
one with Lee citing the general direction of 
the club as the catalyst. “Quite simply the 
club was going in a different direction to 
where I felt it should be heading,” said 
Lee, “I enjoyed my time there but it came 
down to whether I was prepared to go ina 
different direction and I felt I couldn't. 1 
wish the club and Zlatko every success but 
feel that the decision I have made is the 
best for all concerned.” 


Bonnyrigg recruit 


Vuko Tomasevic has boosted the 
Bonnyrigg squad 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles coach Mike 
Unukalo has made his first signings for the 
season with Michael Hawrysiuk and Vuko 
‘Tomasevic agreeing to terms on a one-year 
deal. 


“I haven't come back from Africa to 
finish second in the league,” said Urukalo. 
“These two players are the first and I'm 
confident of putting together a top quality 


squad that will be very competitive.” 

Despite rumours linking him with a 
move to South Africa Urukalo has con- 
firmed that his first priority will be leading 
Bonnyrigg out of the football wilderness 
this season. “I did receive an offer from 
South Africa but as I told the Bonnyrigg 
committee I am committed to the new sea- 
son one hundred percent.” 


Ozdenak back 
Sydney Crescent Star are expected to 
endorse Yasin Ozdenak at the clubs 
Annual General Meeting on August 2st. 
Ozdenak has just returned from an off-sea- 
son holiday to Turkey and has been seen at 


Yasin Ozdenak looks set to 
re-sign with Sydney Crescent Star 


a number of recent Winter Super League 
matches casting his eagle eye over the 
available talent. Two players who won't be 
rejoining the squad are goalkeeper Vaneja 
Tvesa who has returned to his native 
Croatia and Yavus Ekinci who is playing 
with First Division club Fairfield City 
Lions. Joe Bruni (Balgownie) and Tolgay 
Ozbey (Fairfield Bulls) are expected to 
retum though neither has at this stage 
signed a new contract. 


Gillan worried 
Fraser Park coach lan Gillan could be 
scraping the bottom of the barrel for play- 
ers shortly with Greg Collins and Alex 
Leris expected to head overseas in the next 
few weeks, 


Blacktown sign 


Minol 

Blacktown City has appointed Chris 
Minol as their Under-20's coach and assis- 
tant to First Grade gaffer Brian Brown. 

“Chris is a great young coach and has 
had some excellent experience working 
with Kelly Cross. He brings a wealth of 
football knowledge and we are'very happy 
to have him on board,” said Brian Brown. 


No more Panthers 

‘The club formerly known as Penrith 
Panthers will start the new Premier League 
‘season as a new entity with a new name 
and a new committee. At a meeting 
between the committee's of the Penrith 
Panthers and Nepean Association last 
week a new club was born, Nepean Penrith 
United. “It’s a great day for soccer in the 
local area,” said First Grade coach Tony 
Rasmussen. 

“We had done it with the juniors last 
year and had a great deal of success so it 
was now time for the seniors to follow 
suit.” 

While the new entity has dropped its 
association with the ‘Panthers’ name it 
will continue to identify strongly in the 


local area. With a catchment area stretch- _ 


ing from the lower mountains to the west- 
em side of Blacktown it will boast one of 
the biggest junior development areas in the 
state and feature two state league teams — 
one in the First Division and one in the 
Premier League. 

Dave Hubbard, who is currently coach- 
ing the Nepean Association side in the 
First Division, will join Rasmussen as his 
assistant for the new season to help forge 
the link. “It gives us a united front and the 
Opportunity to take soccer in the district to 
the next level,” continued Rasmussen. 

“The clubs committee is a mixture of 
both entities and we'll be working hard to 
ensure the long term strength of the game 
in the area.” 


Alston favourite 

The Wollongong City coaching job con- 
tinues to be the subject of rumour and 
speculation. Adrian Alston has firmed as 
the favourite though there is support for 
John Tumer, Stuart Beedie and Stuart 
Young. The Coasties are also rumoured to 
be decidifig between John Calleja, Robbie 
Hooker and Grant Lee for their vacancy. 


Adrian Alston is favourite to 
land the coaching job at 
Wollongong City 
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SIDELI 
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THUMBS UP: Congratulations to 
ambitious First Division club Western 
Rage on their Saturday night promotion 
“Back to Garside Park.” As one of the 
best known soccer grounds in Sydney it 
is hoped that ‘the Rage’ can sink some 
funds into rebuilding some rather 
ancient infrastructure but if enthusiasm 
and passion is anything to go by the job 
is in excellent hands. It was also great 
to see ex-Socceroo skipper Alex Tobin 
and striker Alan Garside at the event. 
While history has obviously played 
down the career of Garside, he was one 
of the most feared strikers in the 1950's 
for the old Granville Magpies and still 
looks like he could put the odd one 
away these days, Well done Rage! 

THUMBS DOWN: It was frightful 
to think that one of the most talented 
sides in the Winter Super League could 
get pumped for five or six goals, but 
seven — that’s a massacre in anybody’s 
Tanguage. Despite having the talents of 
Darren McDonald, Stewart Van 
Bentum and Damon Collina on the park 
the Sharks looked like a side merely 
going through the motions and were 
pumped by a fired-up Fairfield Bulls 
side at Nineveh Field. As one of the 
leagues biggest spenders the Sharks are 
a club at the crossroads. Having failed 
two years in a row in seeking promo- 
tion back to the Premier League, and 
‘one must wonder where they can go 
from here. 

ALL THUMBS: It is one of the 
more bewildering articles seen in the 
local press for a while, but the Sun 
Herald carried an interesting story on 
page 103 yesterday stating that “former 
national team staff coach Mike Urukalo 
has been sacked as coach of African 
champion club side Enyimba of 
Nigeria.” The article went onto say that 
the club hasn’t heard from him since a 
two-week holiday in May and that he 
no longer has a job there, Well surprise 
surprise—FTS was able to find Mike no 
problem last Friday afternoon when he | 
quite simply, rang his mobile phone. To 
his credit Urukalo even answered it first 
time! It’s probably more bewildering to 
know why the Sun Herald carried the 
story given Mike’s number wouldn’t be 
difficult to obtain nor phone to confirm 
the story. 

RUMOUR OF THE WEEK: 
Adrian Alston for the Wollongong job 
and Grant Lee for the Coasties, 

UPPERCUT OF THE WEEK: To 
FTS himself in getting the mobile num- 
ber for Steve Karavatakis so horribly 
wrong. As per last weeks column if 
there are any Greek-Australians inter- 
ested in turning out for the NSW team 
at the Australian championships please 
ring ‘Kara’ and express your interest. 
The correct number being 0412 991 
890. Of particular interest are any play- 
ers under-23 years of age. 


For all your Soccer accessorles including boxed style 
goal nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training 
domes, fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, 
contact Roy or Norm at Soccer Weartiouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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Marconi sina into Grand Final 


By Aimee Brown 


ewly crowned premiers, the 
Marconi Stallions, met second 
placed North West Sydney 
Koalas in the Major Semi-Final of the 
Arrive alive NSW Womens Super 
League at Valentine Sports Park on 
Sunday. Following a very tight 90 min- 
utes of football, Marconi eventually 


Michelle Carney’s solitary strike 
was enough to keep the Rams 
championship hopes alive 


By Aimee Brown 


he Arriye alive NSW Womens 

State League Premiers, Sydney 

University, edged out close 
rivals Central Coast United 1-0 to 
secure a berth in the Grand final in two 
weeks time, 

It was an evenly matched game from 
the first whistle as both teams fought hard 
to get the early edge. The only goal of the 
match coming in the 19th minute when 
Uni’s Astrid: Loch-Wilkinson scored fol- 
lowing a goal-mouth scramble, 

Central Coast had some more chances 
in the first half, but were unable to con- 
vert, with a number of their attempts hit- 
ting the crossbar and bouncing out. 

Just before half time Uni’s Paula Kelly 
suffered a bad injury to her right ankle, 
and may possibly be out for the remain- 
der of the finals series. 

While more opportunities were set up, 
non2 found the back of the net, giving 
Uni the grand final berth at the final whis- 


managed to grab a grand final berth 
with single-goal victory. 

After suffering three significant 
injuries last weekend against Macarthur, 
Marconi were without the services of 
Amanda Poulton and Neisha Klessatell, 
but fortunately goalkeeper Pam Yates was 
able to shrug off a shoulder injury and put 
ina strong performance. The Koalas were 
also handicapped without their key strik- 
er Jo Burgess. 

From the outset, both teams attacked 
each other at a frenetic pace, with the 
Koalas getting some early shots at goal. 
Of note was Simone Graham’s shot from 
a Heidi Lavis cross that went over the bar 
early in the match. Graham was later 
awarded a free-kick within range, but 
could not penetrate Marconi’s watertight 
defence. 

Marconi’s best chance of the half fell 
to Kristy Rohrer who directed a header 
towards the goal, but unfortunately for 
the premiers the shot went wide, 

After a scoreless first half, both teams 
came back strong looking to break the 


deadlock. Simone Graham again had an 
early shot from outside the 18 yard box 


they had to stay calm," he said. "They 
kept. on working away and they were 
rewarded." 

Koalas’ coach Michael Beckett was 
also happy with how his team played 
despite the "disappointing loss". 

"My team have exceeded expectations 
throughout the season, so I’m really 
happy with them,” he said. "It’s game by 
game." 

Third placed Macarthur Rams met 
fourth placed Sutherland Association in 
the minor-semi final to fight for the 
chance to move into the next round. After 
a long battle, Macarthur scored the only 
goal of the match, which was enough to 
send them through. to the preliminary 
final. 

From the first whistle the play moved 
quickly up and down the field, and the 
teams looked evenly matched. However, 
solid defence on both sides meant that no 
attempts found their mark until Jate in the 
first half. 

Mecarthur’s strikers Leena Khamis 
and Michelle Carney worked hard to 
bring the ball into the 18 yard box, and in 
the 40th minute, Camey was rewarded 


that narrowly missed its mark, and witha goal. She gathered the ball just past. 
Marconi responded with a shot from Lisa _ the half way line, fought off several chal- 


Gilbert that was well-saved by Koala’s lenges and went one on one with the 
keeper, Erin Hunter. Belinda Barter, Sutherland’s keeper. 
The solitary goal of the match came 30 Barter came out to meet her, but Camey 


minutes into the second half, when 
Matconi’s captain Lisa Warrener directed 
a header straight into the goal off.a comer. 
Marconi’s coach Eric Van Arkel was 
pleased with his team’s effort and was 
happy to be going straight through. 
"It was a tight game, but they knew 


ere placed St George Association 
met fourth placed Southern Branch in the 
minor-semi final. At the end of a very 
physical game and after a long struggle, 
St George won 1-0. 

‘St George had the early edge from the 
first whistle and dominated in the mid- 
field, but as time wore on, Souther 
Branch picked up and took control of the 
later part of the half. A few chances were 
created by both sides, but none caused 
either keeper any concern. 

Just after half time St George scored 
their all important goal when Courtney 
‘Snedden touched in off a rebound. 

Southern Branch continued to pressure 
St George and had a close call when 
Renee Coubrough faced St George's 
keeper one-on-one, but her shot went just 
wide. Katie French also played a strong 
game despite an ankle injury, creating a 
number of close chances. 

Midway through the second half, St 
George also had an opportunity that some 


moved the ball round her and tucked it 
into goal. 

‘The second half saw Macarthur have 
the slight edge, and a number of shots 
were taken by Taryn Rockall, Khamis and 
Carey. Camey had a close shave when 
she shot from the edge of the 18 yard box, 


initially believed was a second goal when 
the ball was directed in from a corner, but 
before being knocked in the ball crossed 
the goal-line, so was disallowed, 

Both teams fought hard until the final 
whistle, but Sneddon’s goal early in the 
second half was enough for St George to 
set up meeting with Central Coast United 
next week with the opportunity to face 
Sydney Univeristy in the Grand Final at 
stake. 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS 
STATE LEAGUE 
MAJOR SEMI FINALS: 
FIRST GRADE: Sydney University 1 (A 
Loch-Wilkinson 19m) Central Coast FC 0. 
GRADE 21: Sydney Univenity 1 Blacktown 
Districts 0. 


MINOR SEMI FINALS: 
FIRST GRADE: St George Association 1 (C 
Snedden 48m) Southern Branch 0. 
GRADE 21: Roselands Raplors 2 St George 
Association 1 
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Despite many attempts on goal Sutherland couldn't find a way to 
penetrate the Rams defence 


but it found the left post and bounced out. 

Hilder had another near miss for 
Sutherland when she shot from the left 
side of the 18 yard box, but again it was 
just high. 

Macarthur’s coach Brett Wallin was 
ecstatic to be moving into the next round, 
but kept things in perspective. "We've got 
a job to do,” he said. "There’s more to be 
done yet." He felt that both teams played 
a good game of soccer, "it was a good. 
contest”. 

Sutherland’s coach Chris Bradley was 
disappointed with the final result, but was 
happy with his team’s performance. "In 
the second half they put in a faultless 
effort, and I couldn't ask for more," he 
said. "I'm really proud of them." 

The North West Sydney Koalas will 
now face the Macarthur Rams in the 


Preliminary final at Bensons Lane 
Reserve (Kick-off 5:30pm) with a grand 
final spot up for grabs against the 
Marconi Stallions. 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS 
SUPER LEAGUE - 
MAJOR SEMI FINALS: 
FIRST GRADE: Marconi 1 (L 
Warrener 75m) North West Sydney 
Koalas 0. 
GRADE 21: Marconi 0 Sutherland 2. 


MINOR SEMI FINALS: 
FIRST GRADE: Macarthur Rams | 
KS Camey 40m) Sutherland Association 


coor 21: North West Sydney 
Koalas 1 Manly Warringah Dolphins 2. 


Se eee 
Southern Branch 


i 


«62 SOCCER NSW 


Se et es FR 


INSSW www.soccernsw.com.au 


a= 
C= 
SOCCER 


NSW 


NOSTALGIC NIGHT 


{'s a four-horse race for honours in 
the NSW Division One competition 
this season. 

Hundreds flocked to the traditional 
home of Granville soccer, Garside Park, 
on Saturday night; not only to celebrate 
the return of State League football to this 
famous old ground that has admittedly 
seen better days, but to witness the titanic 
tussle between two of the giants of the 
Teague, overnight leaders Westem Rage 
and their more glamorous opponents 
Liverpool Bossy. 

Alex Tobin and Alan Garside (Son of 
the legendary Frank Garside), both former 
Socceroos, performed the official kick-off 
duties. 

Dignitaries from Soccer NSW, Federal 
parliamentarian Laurie Ferguson, labour 
candidate for Parramatta, Julie Owens and 
The Lord Mayor of Parramatia, Julia 
Finn, as well as Alan Overton, Parramatta 
Leagues club chairman were all in atten- 
dance and enjoyed some excellent hospi- 
tality. 

While the festivities had been going on 
all day and had drawn many faces of the 
past to the strategically convenient old 
‘venue it was the night game, controlled by 
FIFA referee Con Diomis, that most had 
come to see. 

Leaders Rage gave as good as they got 
for a pulsating ninety minutes and at the 
endof it all they had been joined at the top 
of the ladder by the star-studded Bossy 


side who prevailed 1-0. 

The only goal of the game had come 
midway through a tense first half in which 
no quarter was asked or given by either 
side, 

A few cautions apart it was played in a 
good spirit and held the interest for the 
large and boisterous gathering. Leaving 
the ground at the finish was a cacophony 
of sound as car homs blared and fans 
rejoiced, at least from Bossy, who had 
spoiled the Granville party for Rage, 

Many members of the successful 
Bankstown City Lions side had made 
their way into the Liverpool side, these 
days coached by long-time Bankstown 
star Mile Todoroski, 

The winner came, fittingly, thanks to 
the efforts of the two veterans of the side, 
on a day when old-timers had gathered to 
mull over times gone by. 

Saso Boskovski floated over one of his 
famous free kicks and there to meet it at 
the far post was evergreen defender Mark 
Reveley, a fixture, it seems, in games in 
and around the Granville area where he 
has performed with such distinction in 
the colours of both Bankstown and 
Parramatta Eagles for many years. 

Reveley's header came back off the 
post and then off the body of Rage keeper 
Daniel Conway before being bundled 
over the line, 

Referee Diomis was confident that 
Reyeley had been the last Bossy player to 


touch the ball and awarded him the goal. 

It was far from one-way-traffic, on this 
occasion, with Bossy keeper, the ime- 
pressible Zlatko Josevski, in imperious 
form. 

The diminutive keeper thwarted 
Western Rage on numerous occasions and 
his defence stood tall as well. 

Josevski pulled off many an acrobatic 
save to deny the likes of Kris Holbrook 
and Shane Holland as wave-after-wave of 
Rage men swept forward in search of the 
equaliser that would preserve their top 
ranking, 

Tt was not to be, though Bossy's own 
men were always threatening to extend 
their lead through the wily Leo Carle and 
the speedy Tony Ju, Robbie Gomez and 
Saulla Matayalo. 

Towards the end they threw on the 
fresh legs of Anthony Adamo but even he 
could not lay the game to rest and the 
match went down to the wire. 

At the end of it all, with early pace-set- 
ters Wollongong United still having a 
game in hand, at home to Bathurst, the 
title race is wide open and as many as 
four clubs could lay claim to promotion 
now, in this most closely fought of 
Division One seasons. 

With Nepean winning 8-0, against the 
disappointing Wanderers outfit at Cook 
Park St Marys, they join Rage and Bossy 
at the top with two rounds to go and with 
a huge advantage in goal difference. This 


Alex Tobin and Alan Garside kicked off proceedings on a memorable 
night in Granville 


will be Nepean's last season, it seems and 
they will want to go out as winners. 

Tt all looks most exciting for the run 
home with Liverpool looking the more 
likely to prevail, though Rage coach John 
Haynes is not ready to throw in the towel 
just yet, despite this loss at home to his 
main adversaries. As for Wollongong Bill 
Pilovski's men are still in the hunt and can 
certainly have a big say in the destiny of 


the competition. 

The crunch game looks like being the 
last round tussle between Nepean and 
Wollongong, though Mount Pritchard will 
be testing material for Rage next week. 

At this stage, with final games against 
Schofields and Mount Druitt to finish 
their season off, Liverpool Bossy must be 
fancied, after this crucial win over Rage, 
to take out the title, 


TOP QUALITY IN THE ILLAWARRA 


m array of stars have been 
parading their wares on the 
South Coast this season and 


! they have been doing so in the 
} Illawarra Premier League, not just the 
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NSL or the NSW First Division. 

‘The league is a tough one and attracts 
good crowds and quality players. 

None more so than the Picton and 
Kemblawarra sides who met to do battle 
at the scenic Hume Oval in Picton on a 
sun-drenched pitch, with a healthy sized 
crowd in attendance. 

The fate of the IPL has seen many 
upsets this season and here we saw anoth- 
er one, 

Just as they had done in the first round, 
visitors Kemblawarra stole the points 
after a whole-hearted display against 
their more vaunted opponents, this time 
collecting a 4-1 win to go with the 2-0 
they had taken on their own ground earli- 
erin the campaign. 

There was a lot of quality about the 


game, but Kemblawarra, languishing 
near the foot of the ladder, were not 
intimidated by Picton's fourth placing or 
the recent strong form that had yielded 
the southern highlands’ side two wins 
back-to-back. 

Kemblawarra took the game to Picton 
and were the more dominant side 
throughout the first half. 

Had it not been for some dramatic and 
fearless saves by veteran custodian, 
David Hayes, we might have seen the vis- 
itors well in front before the break. 

When Picton got close to Scott 
Whalan's goal, at the other end, Player- 
coach, Richard Lloyd, and his well-mar- 
Shalled defence ensured that the 
predatory powers of ace goal sniffer, 
Colin Luff, was snuffed out and their 
other chief attacker, Vuko Tomaseic, 
would be frustrated in his attempts to kill 
the game off with his powerful shooting 
and dead-ball skills, 

In the end, while Kemblawarma strikers 
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missed the target a few times and were 
denied by last-ditch Picton defence, they 
did get to the lead in the shadows of half 
time. 

A smart cross from the left by Stephen 
Krishna was nodded back across goal by 
Richard Lloyd and there to meet it was 33 
year old pacy wingman Chris Lansdown. 

‘The ex Macarthur and APIA. man 
‘was a danger all day and a major influ- 
ence on the result for his side. 

‘When the teams came back on the field 
it looked as if Picton might be able to tum 
the game around. 

‘They had Kemblawarra scrambling in 
the opening minutes and at that stage had 
the men from Wollongong on the back 
foot. 

A superb volley hit into the top right 
comer of Whalan's goal from Greg King 
brought the sides level; but after a shaky 
15 minutes Kemblawarra began to regain 
their composure and retook the lead and 
with it control of the match. 


In the 62nd minute Lloyd towered ina 
header to get his side back in the hunt, 
following a well-delivered comer from 
Krishna. 

Then in the 83rd, as Picton pushed 
men up, with David Reid trying to 
orchestrate things from the middle, the 
visitors extended their lead. 

A great through pass capitalised on 
Lansdown's speed and the blond-haired 
striker was able to knock the ball easily 
past Hayes. 

Finally, to complete the drubbing, 
Daniel Aliffi tidied up after Hayes had 
only parried his initial effort following a 
low cross from Frank Barila in the 87th. 

‘The game was highly competitive and 
referee Srebre Delovski had to resort to 
the yellow card several times as tempers 
became heated in the latter stages of the 


game. 

Delovski, who referees in the Soccer 
NSW as well as the Illawarra Premier 
League, is one of five NSW referees to 


head soon to Italy as part of the referee 
exchange programme that saw Italian 
officials based in Sydney earlier this sea- 
son. 

Delovski, along with Simon Pryzdacz, 
Damian Wanstall, Atila Stibinger and 
Ryan Shepheard are expected to control 
some Cup games during their Italian ven- 
ture. 

Hospitality, it must be mentioned, at 
Picton, is also second to none. i 
‘The crowd are well catered for with 
generous-sized crockery in the canteen, | 
to serve the supporters with their bever-  } 
ages, and the efficiency of the club com- 
mittee in having the ground back in shape 
after the game has to be seen to be 

believed. 

Less than 15 minutes after the final 
whistle all the armchairs for spectators 
that had adorned the club's covered facil- 
ities had been packed away and Hume 
Oval was ready to be handed back in pris- 
tine order for the next occupants. 


With 2004 Winter Season contact 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 


Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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45 August 2004 
Dundee United v Dundee 
Inverness Cated v Dunfermline 


14 August 2004 
Hearts 


21 August 2004 
Dundee ¥ Motherwell 
v Aberdeen 
¥ Kilmarnock 
Vv Dundee United 
¥ Hibernian 
22 August 2004 
tnverness Caled v Celtic 


28 August 2004 
Aberd jagston 


Inverness Caled v Motherwell 
Rangers ¥_ Kilmamock 


3 October 2004 
Hearts v Livingston 


16 October 2004 
Celtic v- Hearts 


Motherwell v Rangers 


23 October 2004 


Dundee United 
26 October 2004 


¥ Kilmarnock 


30 October 2004 
Dundee United v Dunfermline 
Hearts v Dundee 
Inverness Caled v Livingston 
Kilmarnock v Hibernian 
Motherwell vy Celtic 
Rangers v Aberdeen 


6 November 2004 
Hearts 
Kilmarnock 
Dundee United 
Inverness Caled 
Motherwell 
Rangers 


v 
v 
v 
v 
v 
v 


13 November 2004 
v 


v 
v 
v 
v 
v 


20 November 2004 
Dundee v Hibernian 


49 February 2005 
Vv. Livingston 
v Rangers 
¥. Inverness Caled 


v Dunfermline 
v 


Inverness Caled v_ Hearts 
Motherwell v_ Livingston 
Rangers v Dundee 


18 December 2004 
Celtic 

Dundee 
Hibernian 
Kilmamock v 
Livingston v 
Motherwell v_ Inverness Caled 
27 December 2004 
Aberdeen v_ Inverness Caled 
Dundee United v Hibernian 
Dunfermline —-v_Livingston 
Hearts v Celtic 
Kilmarnock v Dundee 
Rangers v Motherwell 


1 January 2005 
Celtic v 
Dundee United v 
Dunfermline =v 
Hibernian ¥ 
Inverness Caled v 
Motherwell v 


15 January 2005 
v Celtic 


v 
v 
vy 
v 
v 
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